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' TO THAT QVESTL. 
ON, SO OFTEN AND SO 
INSYLTINGLY PROPOSED BY 
our Aduerſaries, asking vs; Where this 
our Retgion Was before Lu- 
thers te ? 
WHERETO ARE ADDED. 
SOVND PROPS TO BEARE | 
vp honeſt-hearted Proteſtants,that 
they fall not from their ſa- 
uing-faith. 
= BY RicHARD BERNARD, OF 
| Batcombe i in Sommerſetſhire. 
| LoND ON, "fl 
Imprinted by Felix Xyng#on,and are to be ſold by Edmund >" 
Weantr, at his ſhop, at the great North- doore 
of Pauls, 1624. 
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Sir WALTER Sir CLEMENT 


ERLE, COTTEREL, 
KNIGHTS: 


And to their vertuous Ladies, euer- 


 ſoundnefle of Faith, with the power 


of Religion and confſtancie, in 
both moſt heartic 


wiſhed. 
Right Worſhipfull, - 
Po Taree Should maruel! te ſee any once pro- 
2 CAP fine the truth, to turne from the 
lizht unto darkenes, from the true 
Worſhip and Religion of Chriit,to 
the ſupertition and idolatry of 
Antichriit,but that I reade,that |... 


VI 
OD 


VG 


Neu 


AV Q 
W 
\ 


Cremp7 2p, our firit parents belceued Satan 
LEz =” © bifore God; that men loue darke. 
neſſe more then the light, and that for not loning the truth, 
and delighting in unrighteouſneſſe , God gineth ſuch oner 
#0 beleene lyes , that they may be damned. Could it elſe— 
otherwiſe bee , that ſo many in this ſo cleare light of Gods 
Goſpell, ſhould fall away ? What haue our aduerſaries now 4 
more to plead for thiir cauſe, then heretofore they hane had ? A 
What can they now ſay, which i not already fully anſwered , 
by our learned men ? They put ont indeed wiew bookes, now E 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. .' 
in regard of the writing and printing ;. but the reaſons one 
aad the ſame in older wrinen and priated bookes : this 6s in- 
| ſhew aputting of more ſtreneth,to uphold their ruinous buil- 
dine, but not in ſubſtance : yet thus they bezuile the ſimple 
and <nſtable-minded, By many waies they ſeeks to deceine, 
aud bezuile people, but eſpecially by accuſing our Religion of 
falſhood and nonelty, and affirming theirs to bee the irue 
and moſt ancient faith : in both which they ſpeake very vn- 
truly. For touching this their preſent Religion (as it differeth 
from ours,aud as it is Popery) it is but a new wvpſtart Religi- 
0n,4patcherie of Indaiſme,Paganiſme and Hereſie, a Religi- 
on deuiſed by men, and not hauing God for the Author. How 
farre our Religion ts from falſhood and nouetty, 1' haue here 
indenonred 10 ſhew, anſwering to that queſtion (0 often pro- 
pounded, Where it was before Luthers time ? 

If any of our aduerſaries, or all of them together, dare to 
goeplainely to worke,( for hitherto they haue not ) and firſt 
ſet dawne ours and their accord, wherein, and how farre wee 
and they in enery thing do agree,to cut off hereby all needleſie 
ſtrife aud contentions, Secondly, then truely and faithfully 
without equinocal termes,to dcliner their diſtin differences 
from vs, that ſo enery one may: rightly diſcerne, whereabout 
we dy conted,and what inzecd their now preſent Religion ts , 
which we call Popery being ſeuered from our common agrce- 
ment.Thirdly,io bring theſe therr differcuces to the due trial 
of Scriptures ,the common principles of Chriſtianitie,and the 
true writings of the ancient Fathers in the firſt ages then 

_ will it clearely appeare to every one of indifferent indgement, 
whether ours or theirs be the true Religion,and whether ours 
or theirs be thefalſe Church. | 

In the meane ſpace,til; they proceede thus wpriehily and 
ſancerely,1 hope, no Proteſtant in earneſt,vill be inſnared 
and catched by their deceits. Let ſuch as in the plentifull 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatoric, 
meanes of knowledge wilfully line in ignorance, or hauinz 
knowledge, line lewdly, without fearc of God, louc of truth, 
and power of religioz,be the prey for crafty Foxes : for theſs 

. be the fitteſt ſubtects for them to work: won ; and theſe only 
 preuaile they with yeceining a tuſt puniſhment for their con- 
tempt of ſaiting knowledge,or for their conſcienceleſſe lining 
contrary to their knowledge. For there ts no man of right wn. 


derſlanding,es that makes conſcience of his waies,loning the 


truth walking humbly before his God, being acquainted with 
Gods Word,and praying for Goas aireition, that God either 
will giue oucr,or that can inreaſon ſubmit vnto this falſe an- 
tichriſtia Church if he do but ſeriouſly conſider ef ſuch things 
as will worke, if n0t an abſolute condemnattion,yet a moſt inſt 
ſuſpicion of her to bee naught , as firſt, the vilifying of+holy 
Scriptures, locking them vp from the common people, as if 
Gods Word were infectious. Secondly ,her thruſting upon the 
people her feined traditions, all beſides, and many of them 
azainſt Scripture, T hirdly,the abſurd and unreaſonableneſſe 
of their Latine Seruice, which the people viderſtand not. 
Fourthly, their idolatrous praying to Saints, worſhipping 
ftockes and ſtones, and reliques of the dead. Fifthly, their 
groſſe conceit of Chriſts corporall preſence in the Sacrament. 
Sixthly the fergned miracles,and notable coozenages therin, 
found ont here,and in other Countries;the boaſting of them a 
farre off, but not able to worke the like among vs. Seuenthly, 
the ſhameleſſe & groſee belying of our doctrine and ſlandring 
the lives of our learned men,as Luther, Caluin, Beza, and 
others. Eizhtly, the citing in defence of their Religion coun- 


terfeit Authors, ſo knowne to bee, ard ſo condemmed to be by. 


the learned on their owne fide, Ninthly, the not permitting 
' freely our bookes among them, as wee doe theirs among vs. 
 Texthly, the tying of the peopleta the Priſts lippes, and not 
permitting them to try their doctrine, as we doe. The wninſt 
| curſes 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. 
curſes, diſſembling prattices, and mercileſſe cruelties vſed to 
wphold their Religion, ſwearing and forſwearing, by equino- 
cations, mentall reſeruations, and Popes aiſpenſations, maſ- 
facres,and powder-plots,and bloody perſecutions. Twelfthly, 
The anojdime of a free generall Councell, to heare and atter- 
nine our differences. Who ts he that ſhall conſider of theſe_ 
things with iudgement, but will ſuſpect this Romiſh Church 
to be noxe of Chriits Church, if withall he ade hereto, the 
conſideration of the differences betweene the wiſedome below 
(by which that Seate ts guided which is earthly, naturall,ſen- 
fuall and deniliſh, and the wiſedome from aboue (by which 
Chrifff Church is guided) which i pure,peaceable,gentle,ea- 
fe,to be intreated, full of mercy,and good fruits,without par- 
tialify,and without hypocriſie, as Sant Tames writeth ? 

1 doubt not but that you haue already conſidered of theſe 

premiſſes,and that you are reſolued, that this ts the true Rel;. 
gion,and the good way, wherein you walke, enenthe ancient, 
Catholike and Apostolike veritie, grounded vpon Scripture, 
and the principles of Chriftianity taught by the holy Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church , and confirmed by the blood of 
bleſſed Martyrs. My de(ire is, that God would continue your 
Zoue, with encreaſe of zeale toward the ſame more and moye. 
T 8 this purpoſe are theſe my endeuours, wrich 1preſent unto 
you,praying your fauourable acceptance of my good meaning, 
and heartily wel-miſhes, and worthy reſpett unto your ſelues, 
and toall that wiſh well to Sion, and pray for the peace of Ie- 
ruſalem : Go let them,and you with yours, toproſper which 
loueit, Amen. 


Batcomb?,Sept.26. ichard Bernard. 
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AN ANSWERE 
often,and ſo inſultingly propoſed by 


our Aduerſaries, asking vs ; Where 
this our Religion was, before 
Luthers 216 ? 


BY nor fetchour Religion from any more 
& ancient, or better Author: but they 
are deceived in both. And that I may 
not be rediousin prefacing, I anſwer : | 

1. Ir was, and is written, and contained in the holy 
Scriptures, the Canonicall Bookes of che olde and new Te- 
ſtament. 

IT. The fame hath beene,and is written in the hearts of 
Gods pcople, ſuch asthe Lord from time to time effectual- 
ly hath called, according to euery mans meaſure, as they 
haue been taught ic, and learned it our of thoſe books of ho- 
ly Scriprure.For this muſt we know, that no other doctrine 
of Chriſtian Religion was, or js written in mens hearis, by 
Gods Spirir, then that which the ſame Spirit ivſpired the 

B Pcn-men 


2 Looke beyond Tv rn x. 


Pen-men of the Scriptures to write in thoſe Bookes, The 
neceſſary truths of doQtrine therein contained (as God had 
promiſed) hath he wricten inthe hearts of his people, Jer. 
31.33,34-2-(0r.3.3, And for theſe ends, thatthey might 
know God, and know him to bee their God, and they his 
people, [erem.31.23,34- that they might make profefſion 
thereof, and obediently ſet themſelues to the praCtice of 
that his bleſſed will, Ezech.11.19,20.6 36.26, 27. 

II, Thatirt was alſo written in learned mens labours, 
apreeing withthoſe holy Bookes, as they found the truth 
therein, taught vnto them by the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
So as the doctrine of our Religion is no other, then that 
which the Scriptures doe teach, the Church and true Peo- 
ple of God haue belecued, and profeſſed ; nor no other then 
that, which isro be found inthe writings of y holy ancient 
Fathers, and of learned men, before ever Lxther was borne, 

That our Religion was thus before Leathers time, I prouec 
by theſe enſuing reaſons, 


; By Argument. . 


From holy Scriptures, wherein our Religion is 
written-and taught in euery poynt. | 


TP Hat Religion which t5 in all and exerie. point thereof writ« 

ten, and preſcribedin holy Scriptures, the ( anenicall books 

of the old and new Teſtament, was before Lutners t1me.For the 

Scriptures were written mary hundred yeeres, before Lu- 

ther was in being, and the Pen-men thereof had a care to 
practiſe the ſame, 

But this our preſent Religion, inall and enery point thereof 
(wherein we differ from our Adnerſarics) is written and pre- 
[cribea mm the holy Scriptures, the ( anonicall bookes of the old 
and new Teſtament : as is in eucry particular poynt prooued 
exactly by thoſe of our ſide. 

Aria therforewas it before Luthers rime, The Minor I thus 
PTOOUE, - | 

I.. Bythe publike Records of our Church here at home, 

: As... 


Looke beyond Lv tus xs. 3 
a5 thepublike authorized Catechiſme, ſhorter and-larger, 
by the booke of homilies, by the book of Articles, and our 
booke of Common prayer. Out of which (wherein ſoe- 
uer we differ from our Aduerſaries) nothing is found be- 
fides, as wanting warrant of Scripture, much lefſe any thing 
contrary. thereunto, bur euery thing. grounded ypon, and 
fully agreeing with the ſame. 

I I. By GodsSpirit,the Author of the Scriptures, which 
doth further our Religion in the hearts of the people, 
through the reading and interpreting thereof, which the 
Spirit of God would not doe, if our Religion were not that 
which the Scriptures teach. For, would the Author of the 
one, approue of the other, if they were not both one? If hee 
ſhould further a Religion contrary to the Scripture, hee 
ſhould be'contrary to himſelfe, allowing and making good 
that in mens hearts by inward operation,which he hath dif- 
allowed by the Scriptures, which are of his diuine inſpirati- 
on. Iris euident to all that are read in the Scriptures, that 
they condemneall Heatheniſh,all Herericall,and Idolatrous 
Religion ; likewiſe, all will- worſhip, all vaine inuentions of 
men, the ſeruing of God by humane traditions, by the pre- 
cepts and doctrines of men : ſo as ifour Religion were any 
ſuch,Gods Spirit would nor grace it,nor ſo knit mens hearts 
vnto it, nor ſo effeually workeby it in mens conſciences, 
nor ſo perſwade vnto it, as he daily doth by the Scriptures, 

If they (hall deny, that Gods Spirit doth any ſuch thing, 
as we ſuppoſe; I would faine know ofthem, what other 
ſpirit it poſſibly may be, that doth ſo leade men to eſteeme 
ſo much the Scriptures, doth excite men to the ſtudy of 
them, and to: make them the only rule of doarine,and life, 
to heare, belieue,reſt and delight-in them, and ſoto worſhip 
God onely, as herein he requireth to be worſhipped,and to 
reie&t whatfoeuer is not warranted by them, in euery nece(- 
ſary poynt of faith? And that only vpon this pertwafion, 
that the Scriptures are Gods Word, that they are indited by 
his Spirit, and writren by his holy Prophets and Apoſtles?IF 
this be not the Spirit of God, which doth thus magnifiethe 

> 0 2 holy 
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holy Scriptures in the heart of euery ſound Chriftian, what 
ſpiritthen is it ? Certainely it muſt be cither the Spirit of 
God, or of Man, or of the Diuell. But neither of theſe two 
latter, therefore the former, 

I. Ir is notthe ſpirit of man that can, and doth thus 
worke : for firſt, the ſpirit of man percciuerh not the things 
of God, till Gods Spirit acquaint him with them, Second=- 
ly, they be fooliſhnefle varo him, Th cdly, his wifedome 1s 
enmity with God, fo as Gods wildome in diujue myſteries, 
and mans wiſdome can neuer agree in one. Fourthly, the 
ſpiric of man ſauoureth the things of the fleſh, and not of 
the Spirit of God, Fiftly, his heart is continually euil!, till he 
be regenerate, Sixtly and lafly, it is cuidently knowne by 
too much miſerable experience,that man loueth nor the {ty- 
dy of the Scriptures, he cannor delight in them, hee cannot 
away to frame his life after them : every one that hath any 
ſparke of divine knowledge, knowerth this to be true from 
his owne naturall corruption, both in himſelfe and others 
alſo. Now, can any reaſonable-minded man thinke, rhat 
ſuch an auerſe ſpirit as is in man, ſo diſ-afteRing the holy 
Scriptures, and the ſtudy thereof, that it can be chat Spiric 
which perſwadeth and draweth men, contrary to it corrupt 
ſelfe, ro imbrace that Rehgion which is grounded vron the 
Scriptures, and to prefle to the obedience thereof? Yea,can 
it be mans ſpirir, that worketh loue to ſuch a Religion, 
which ſo oppofeth mans corruption, as the worldly-wite 
Politician derideth it, the pleaſurable man haterh ir, the - 
greedy of gaine cannot abide to bee ruled by it, and the 
haughty ſpiric, which hunteth afcer the pride ot life, hath ic 
in great contempt? ſo as none in very deed, but onely ſuch 
as doe deny themſelues, coe foriake the world, and can bee 
well contented to take vp their crofle, and follow Chrift,ci- 
ther can, or will imbrace the ſame, 

II. Icisnot the ſpirit of Satan. For although hee will 
abufinely now and chen allcage Scripture, yetis he adeadly 
enemy to the Scriptures : hee will not leade to the right vſe 
ofthem, nor peri{wade men to frame their Religion —_— | 

: after 


Looke beyond LvtTru. 5 
afterthem, but rather doth ſuggeſt the cleane contrary, as 
the ſtoric of the Scriptures witneſlech, and our owne temp- 
tations tell ys, For as a Fathcr ſaith, The Diuell cannot en- 974. vpon 
dure to have any to ſtudy the Scriptures; thar is torn;ent Numb, 
and paine aboue all paiges to him, He hath euer been a rai. 
ſer yp of perſecution againtt ſuch, as ſerue God ina Religi. 
on onely grounded vpon the Scriptures : 2s hee was in the 
Iewes, 2ga nit the Apoliles, and the belcening Gentiles; fo 
in Gentiles Jofidels, againſt Chriſtians ; in the Heretickes 
againſt the O:chodoxall ; in our Antichriftian Aduerſaties 
apain(t ys; and in all lewdeliuers, the children of dilebedi- 
ence, in whom he b.arethrule, and whoſe hearts he ttirreth 
yp to doe his will againſt all fuch, as in a more ftrit man- 
nerendeuour ro frame their liues after Gods Word, though 
tn generall together, they proteſſe one God, and hauerecei- 
ued the ſame Baptiſme, and doe liue rogether in the lame 
Church, Therefore wee ſee, that it cannot be the ſpirit of 
Satan, that perſwadeth to our ſo holy s Religion by the 
Scriptures, vpon which onely it is ſettled, ſeeing he ſo dead- 
ly hatech ſuch aReligion,and theſound and zealous Profel- 
ſours thereof, 
I TI. It isnot the ſpirit of man and Satan together, as may 
appeare, fitſt, 1m Heretickes, who are led by Satan, and their » 
owne ſpirit, Theſe being not ableto iuſtifie their herefies Ca 
by holy Scriptures, they fall to weaken the authority ofthe 
Scriptures, they will not rc(t on them, bur doe flie the light 


of them, as Tertallian, and other ancient Fathers witneſſe of Tertul.de refur, 
Carn:is, 


Heretikes in their times, who left the Scriptures, and ran to _ 

ny ; : : - piphan.de He- 
Traditions, as did the Manichees, Cerynthians, Bafilidians, ,,/ lib.1.cap 
Carpocratians, Marcioniits, Valentinians, Arians, and 243,24,38. ; 
others, Secondly, Inallwl-worſhippers, which framing a 11e4..1.ca,23, 
ſcruice to God out of their owne braines, cannot away to 774. de pree 
make holy Scriptures their guide, bur doe leaue them af- On 
ſoone asthey be addicted to their owne inventions, of ,4,4z4 Arianes, 
which, God by his Prophersin Scripture ofren complaines, 
Thirdly, [= Heather: 1d-laters, who haue been fet on worke 
by the Diuell to burne the Scriptures, as did that wicked 
B. 3 Daocleſian, 
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Diocleſran; allo here in Britaine, the Infidell Saxons; and 
in Teruſalem, that vngodly Tehosakim, who burnt the Pro- 
phecie of /eremiah, which Barzch writ from his mouth at 
that time, Fourthly, In onr Adxerſaries now, who cannot 
reft with the Scriptures, nor will admit them, as the onl 
Iudge in controuerſies, nor as the only Rule of Religion, 
And the very reaſon is, becauſe they teach and praQiſe ma- 
ny things out of their owne ſpirit, euen the doctrine of De= 
uils, which the Scripture vtterly condemneth. Their Sain= 
ted will-worſhippers in their Heremerticall life, and their - 
world of Monkiſh Orders, cannot abide the rule of Scrip- 
ture; cheir holy courſe of life ſo much admired and extol. 
led (yer only of ſuch as know not the power of Satan, in 
the deceiucable wayes of his vnrighteouſnes) dares not 
Rand to be iudged,ruled, and ſquared after the rule of holy 
Scriptures : yea, as holy as they pretend to bee, yet neither 
can they,nor will they wholly frame their ſeruice and deuo- 
tion, and life after the Word of life. And therefore wee ſee, 
that it cannot be the ſpirit of Man and Satan, whether apart 
conſidered or conioyned, that doth perſwade, mooue and 
further ro the embracing of that Religion, which is wholly _ 
grounded vpen the Scriptures, as ours is, And therefore not 
being either of theſe, it followeth, thatit muſt needs be the 
Spirit of God, that thus perſ{waderh men to our Religion by 
the Scriptures, wherein it is contained, ; 
111. OurReligion appeareth to be written in,and iuſti- 
fied by the Scriptures, for that in thoſe places it getteth en- 
trance,and thriueth, where they are permicted to be ſtudied, 
and readofall, and to betaught, asthe only rule of Religi- 
on. The Scriptures are the very life and ſtrength of onr Re. 
ligion, as is ſufficiently knowne by experience to our very 
Aduerſaries. Now, how could this be, if our Religion were 
not that, which is tavght in the Scriptures ? For the Scrip- 
ture, as is aforeſaid, dorh condemne Heretikes & Herefies, 
will-worſhip and will-worſhippers,Idolatry and Idolaters; 
and is the Sword of the Spirit,the breath of Chrifts mouth, 
that conſumeth the Man of Sinne, If our Religion were 
| hereſie 
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herefie,or will- worſhip,or idolatry,or the invention of that 
Man of fin, the Scriptures could not be the life and ſtrength 
thereof, ſeeing: they-oppole, and vtterly condemne thoſe 
things. 
I 7 OurReligion flandeth; and is vpheld by ſuch ho- 
ly and heauenly meanes only, as the Scriptures allow and 
reſcribe, and which we finde thereto be the only meanes, 
vicdatthe firſt planting of Chriſtian Religion by the Apo- 
ſtles in the Primitive Church, which were theſe that tol- 
. low. 
I. There was then the preaching of Goas Word, This means 
was preſcribed by our Saviour Chriſt, to make Diſciples 
ynto him, at.28.29,30,and the ſame obſerued by his A- 
poſiles, ark. 16.15,20. Afﬀs 2.14.9 10.34.& 11.19.50 
preaching of Gods Wordis the meanes, by which ourRe- 
ligion, through Gods bleſſing, is planted in mens hearts. As 
alſo it was foretold and » 1 jw. that it ſhould bee the 
meanes to regaine people from ynder Antichriſt, Rewcl.10., 
I. 14.6, | 
IT. There was the teaching of the grounds, andprinciples i _ Popes 
= © þ ull before 
of Chriſt+ani:y, then called mzzlke, now commonly called, the ,,, co... 
Catechiſme, Heb,6.1-& 5.12.1. Cor.3.2. This hath greatly chiſme of the 
furthered our Religion, euen by the reſtimonie of our Ad- Councellof 
uerſaries, andisa ſpecial! meanes to informe the minds of Trent. 
the ignorant, inthe truth of our Religion, that they may not © OO 
be deceiued, WI 
111, Then was teaching and preaching altogether out of 
the Scriptures of the Prophets. The Apoſtles taught the 
Goſpel only out of them, Rom.1.2. eAts 26.22. 28.23, 
the Scriptures they ciced, As 1.16. 2.16,17. by them 
they confured the Aduerſaries, As 17.2, 18.28. Soour 
teaching ard preaciing is out of the Scriptures ofthe Pro 
phets and Apoitles : by theſe we confirme our doCtiine, and 
by theſe chicſely doe we confure our Aduerfaries, 
I VV. Then was alloved the w/e of the holy Scriptures in- 
_ differently toall ſorts, withomt reſlraint or exception; they were 


freeto all ofthe Laity, both men and women, The Apoſtles 
neuer . 


"Ts 
_—_ 
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neuer forbade them to any, nor eucr reprooued any for rea- 
ding or ſtudying of them, but commended them to all ſorts, 
2.7im.3.15,16, 2.Pet.1.19,20,21. andleft it written, as a 
matter worthy praiſe in religious men, the Eunuch, and the 
Noble Berzans,that they read and ſearched the Scriptures; 
ſo alſo in godly women for trayning vp their children here- 
iv, Ats8.30. & 17.11, 2,711.5. & 3.15. Yea, Peter 
(whom our Adverſaries make their Rocke) in generall tel- 
leth all Chriſtian belecuers,that they ſhould doe well to take - 
heed thereunto, as to a {ure Word, 2. Pez.1.19. So is there 
here with vs, the free vſe of the Scriptures ; this wee com- 
mend to all forts, forbid them to none, but rather hold them 
moſtreligious, who delightin the holy and reuerent tudie 
of the Scriptures, according to the practice of the ancient 
Primitive Church in the Apoſtles dayes, 

V. Then were there publike Aſſemblies, where they met 
together, 1,Cor.t1.18,19, As 1.13.0 2.46.and that vp- 
on the fiſt day of the weeke, As 20.7. 1.Cor,16.2. Theſe 
Aſſemblies none might forſake, but all were mutually to 
exhort tothe frequent vie of them, Heb.10.25. to beware 
of cauſing diuifions and offences, contrary to the received 
docttine cf the Apoſtles, Rom.16.17, So haue we publike 
Aſſemblies, where wee meer on the firlt day of the weeke, 
and at all other times, which all are bound ro come vnto,and 
none ought to forſake, to prenent diutfions, contrary tothe 
Apoſtolicall doctrine,and to preſerue the publikeprofeſſion 
and excrciie ot our Religion, 

V 1. Then was there ſet ouer emery ſenerall Aſſembly and 
Congregation, ſuch as might be able to teach, hauing the ouer- 
fighr of the people, and care of their ſoules, Atts 14 23.7, 
I.5. AFs20.28. Hcb.13.7,17. 1.Pet.5.2,3. Soisthisin 
our Church a molt excellent meanes to vphold our Religi- 
on. 
V TI. Then was Godonely worſhipped,and he oncly prayed 
onto in thole Aſſembhes ; not Saints, nor Angels, nor the 
Virgin Gare. Ta then: prayers were made with one ac- 


cord, fs 5.14. & 2:42, & 4. 24. the Word read, 1, The/, 
k ZTe 
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5-27. (01, 4.16.the Word preached, A. 20. 7. the Sacra- 
ments 2dminiftred, A#.2.42. 1. Cor.11. 18,20,23,26.and 
the Lords Supper in. both kindes deliuered, 1. Cor. 10: 16. 
ColleRions were alſo madefor the poore, 1.Cor.16.12.and 
al things were performed to edification,in a known tongue, 
1.Cor.14.1n our Aﬀemblics God is onely worſhipped, to 
him onely we make our prayers, and veither to Saint nor 
Angell,nor to the Virgin Mary; though wee honour them 
duly as we ought, In our Aſſemblies, Prayer is made with 
one accord, the Word read and preached, the Sacraments 
adminiftred,and the Lords Supper in both kinds delivered, 
Almes,as neede requires,giuen to the poore, and all done to 
edification , and in a knowne tongue,as in the Apoſtles 
dayes, 

V I IT. Then was preached againſt, and forbidden all will- 
worſhip, though never ſo faire in ſhew, alſerzice ro God after 
the doftrine and commandements of men,( 01.2,20,23.alfo,the 
worſhip of Angels, Col.2.11. the worſhip of Idols, 1.10h.5.21. 
and fellowſhip with Idolaters, 1. Cor.8,t0, and 5 .11.: 2. Cor. 
6.14,18, So with vs are forbidden all theſe things, and con- 
demned by our Religion, as is evident by our booke of Ho- 
milies, booke of Articles , the publike authorized larger 
Catechiſme, and other publike Records : yea, the forbid- 
ding,aboliſhing, and preaching againſt theſe things, is an | 
excellent meanes to vphold the purity of our Religion, 
which in it ſelfe is ſo contrary to all will- worſhip, bumane 
inventions, ſuperſtition and idolatry. | 

1X. Then was the exercile ot Eccleſiafticall diſcipline for 
the preſeruarion of order,for the pun:ſhing and Tafting out 
of obſtinate Heretikes, 1.7i”m.1.20.& 6.3. T:t.3.10. as allo 
of notorious offenders, which would norotherwile bee re- 
formed, .Cor.5,7. 2.The/. 4.14 and theſe the people were 
ro auoyde,1. Cor.5. 10. 2.The/ 3.6. 2.7im.3.5. Epheſ. 5.7. 
This godly diſcipline duly oblerued,is of great force ropre- 
ſerue our Religion, and to keepe it in honour andeftima= 
tion, | | 

X. Then was there vrging and preiſipg to 4 holy conmere 

| G ſation, 
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ſation, both in Paſtors, Tit.2.7 8, 1. Tim.4.12. 4nd in the peo- 
ple; Rom,12.1,2. Eph.5.& 6. This Chriſtian-like conuerſa- 
tion adorneth our Religion, which is only powerfull in them 
which liue well ; for it condemneth all Libertiniſme, and 
requireth very (irift obedience to God and his Word. 

XI, Then was /#ffering of perſecution for the trath,and the 
ſame ſorerold to accompany the godly, Aﬀs 14.2 2. 1.,Theſ, 
3-3-2.Tim.3.12. & 1.8. Phil.x.19. which greatly furchered 
Religion, raught by the Apoſtles, Phi/. x. 12. And fo hath 
it done ours in theſe parts of Chriſtendome, as the World 
knowerth, | 

XII. Then was taught /abiefionboth of Paſtors and peo- 

' ple wnto Principalities and Powers, as to Kings, ſo tnferiour 

Magiſtrates ſent by them. All ſorts without exception, were 
taught obedience to them, and for conſcience fake, were 
they bound co render to them dues, tribute, cuſtome,honor. 
They were commanded to make gen for them with | 
thaovkeſgiuing, which was a meanes to further Religion: for 
the Apolilecelleth them, that thus to doe is well-doing, and 
a mcanes to flop the mouthes of the Aduerſaries,that ſo they 
mighr leade a quiet and peaceable lifefn all godlineſſe and 
honeſty, Rom. 13.1,7.Ti.3.1.1.Pct.2.13,17.1-71m.2.1,2. 
This is and hath beene an excellent meanes to aduance our 
Religion, for Kings and Princes, ſeeing that our true and 
Apoſtolicall Religion did not derogate from their lawfull 
authority, did noc draw SubicCts from heir allegeance, nor 
exempt aoy from their true obedience, but rather maintaj- 
ned the right, which God by his holy Word in Scriptures 
had giuen them; they ſubmirted tothe cruth, and embraced 
our Religion, ſhaking off the yoake of Antichriſt, and fo 
rooke vpon them the authority giuen them of God, to re-= 
forme Religion,according as they were taught, & had lear- 
ned the dogtrine of Chriſt in the Scriptures, Z 

Thus wee ſee, firſt, the ordinary meanes which the holy 
Scripturespreſcribe,and evidently ſhew to haue becne vſed 
in che Pcimiciue Church, for the planting and vpholding of 
Chriſtian Religion, And ſecondly,that the very ſelfe-ſame 

| haue 
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- have beene, and yer are the meanes forplanting and preſer- 


uing of our mp yam in every Countrey where it hath been 


received. Which meanes are ſo powerfull and effeuall 


for this purpoſe, that looke by how much theſe meanes are 
put in execution, by ſo much doth our Religion proſper, in 


{pite of all worldly oppoſitions, and gaine-ſayings whatſo- 
ever : andon the contrary, looke as theſe meanes, either 
| wholy, or but inpart, are negleCted, or falſe co bee perfor- 


med, ſo doth our Religionloſe of its ſtrength,and decay a-. 


qu, a people, what policie ſoeuer men otherwiſe vſe 


to yphold the ſame, For our Religion Rands by. holy and: 


heauenly meanes, and not by meere worldly policie, or hu- 
mane deuices, faire ſhewes tothe eyes, delightsto the eare, 


pleaſurable obieAs to delight the carnally-minded,Neither: 


can it be held by any Satanicall deluſions, fabulous narrati- 
ons, feigned miracles, deceitfull jugglings;nor by pretended 
apparitions of Angels, or of ſoules departed ; nor by the 
bare authority of mens ſaying s, Decrees of corrupt Coun- 
cels, Popes ſentences, wrangling Canonifts,Sophiſticall di- 


tinRions of Schoolemen, humane Traditions, Apocryphall | 


writings, old and idle cultomes, examples of ignorant fore- 
fathers,cftimation of mens perſons for learning,and ſhew of 
holinefle; nor by any deceitfull, wicked, and corrupt dea- 
ling, . as by counterfcite and baſtard writings, corrupting 
of Councels and Fathers, expunging words, and ſentences 
out of learned mens workes, or altering them from thetrue 
meaning, to beguile the fimple Reader. No,nor by furious 
and forcible meanes;as by fire and fagot, maſſacres, trea- 
ſons, poyſons, and ſtabbing of Kings, and Gun-powder- 
plots,nor by any ſuch helliſh practices, ſuch as the Apoſtles 
never ſpake of , the Primitive Church neuer knew of, 
nor in holy Scripture were ever ſpokenof; for all theſe, our 
Religion doth viterly condemne. lt is vpheld onely bythoſe 
holy and heauenly meanes, which the Apoſtles taught, and 
praCtiſed,and which they have left written in the Scriptures 
for direQion of Gods Church,that ſhe may know,which be 
the only effeQuall meanes,that God hath appointed to vp- 
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hold his true Religion, By theſe meanes onely, obrs is pre- 
ſerued. And therefore it is that rrue Religion, which che ho- _ 
ly Scripture teacheth, Which being ſo, I conclude this firſt 
argument, That this our preſent, Religion, wherein we differ 
from our Aduerſaries,was before Leathers time, 


IT. Argnment. 
From the bleſſed Martyrs in 
all Ages. 


T Hat Religion which was written by God in the hearts of his 
Martyrs, and which from the beg:;mning to this day, they 
all ſuffered for, was before Luthers t1me. This cannot bee de- 
nied, 

But our Religion now preſent, was written by God in the 
hearts of the Martyrs, and us that which from the beginning to 
this day, they all ſuffered for. 

And therefore this eur now preſent Religion was before Lu- 
thers 11972. 


The Minor is thus confirmed, both for the writing of it 
Jn their hearts,and for ſuffering for it, The latter manitefterh 
the former : for they that faithfully and conſtantly obey the 
truth, cuen vnto ſuffering perſecution,anddeath for ir, with- 
out doubt haue it written in their hearcs. For if Religion 
be not imprinted ift.the hearts of the Martyrs, in whoſe har 
isit written ? For the Martyrs had the Spirit of the luing 
God, ſauing-knowledge, and remiſſion ot ſinnes : they wal- 
ked in Gods Statutes, and kept his Iudgements fincerely; ail | 
which are cuicent fignes, that Gods truth was written 
11 their hearts, as thele places of Scripture witneſle, 2, Cor. 
3- 3- Ter. 31433,34.Exech.36.27. This is not to be doubred 
of. But the queſtion is, Whether all che Martyrs did ſuf- 
fer for this our Religion, or no ? To anſwere to this, wee 
mult confider, that alt the Martyrs of Chriſt may bee ranked 
into foure ſorts, every of which ſuffered for ſuch truths, as 
are 
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are in our Religion, which wee doe at this day profeſſe, 
I. Sort of Martyrs were thoſe, who ſuffeted by the Iewes, 
whereof the firſt was Stephen, then James,with many more, 
AR.7. & 12. 2, 4, Allthefedid ſuffer tor that Religion, 
which Chriſt and his Apofiles taught : but they taught our 
of the Scriptures, and not out of Traditions, as the Euange= 
liſts and Acts ſhew , But to ſuffer for that Religion which is 
onely taught in the Scriptures, is to ſuffer for ours, as by the 
former argument is prooued. Therefore they ſuffered for our 
Religion. | 
1 1. Sort of Martyrs were ſuch,as ſuffered by and amongſt 
the Heathen,eſpecially vnder the Romane Tyrants, during 
the ten bloody perſecutions ; among which Martyrs were 
moft of the Apoſtles: for we reade not in Scripture, that any 
of the Apoſtles ſuffred martyrdome amongſt the Tewes, but 
onely Iames, Johns brother, Afr 12.the ret ſuffered among 
_ the Heathen. Now the Apoſtles being the planters'of our 
Religion(as by their writings doth appeare ) and alſo Mar- 
tyrs forthe ſame among this ſecond ſort, they muſt needs be 
our Martyrs, ſuffering for our Rel:gion, and fo all the reſt 
which followed the Apofiles in the ſame faith. 
I TI. Sort of Martyrs were ſuch, as ſuffered by the furic 
and rage of Heretikes, when the Arians had got an over- 
{waying power through Arian Emperors and Kings, But 
thoſe Orthodoxall Martyrs and Confeſſors ſuffred for no 0- 
ther doctrine, then our Religionteacheth, For wee ho!d and 
proſefle the faith of the Councell of Nice, and Athana- 
fins Creed;tor in our common Prayer-book they are zppoin- 
ted publikely to bee read in our Aﬀemblies, And there- 
fore theſe allo ſuffered for our Religion, and were our Mar- 
tyrs. 

? Bur heere our Aduerſarics will ſay, that all theſe three 
ſorts weie their Martyrs ; for they brag and boaſt of theſe ro 
. filly people, as if they had ſuffered for their religion, now 
profeſſed and praRtiſed among them. But that the truth 
may appeare, whether theſe Martyrs bethe'rs, or ours,we 
muſt conſider chem both-as Martyrs, and alſo as beleeners: 
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properly they were Martyrs in thoſe things, for which they 
did ſuffer, Now their ſuffering was for the common truths, 
received both by our Aduerſaries and vs. So the cauſe ma- 
king the Martyrs, and it equally held of both, they are our 
Martyrs, aſwell as theirs, Yea, if wee conſider them allo as 
Belcevers, holding other points of faith, for which they 
were not queſtioned, neither fuffered for, wee may more 
rightly claime them, then our Adverfarics. For of which 

Religion they held, and moft 8greed vnto, of that Religion 
muſt they be iudged to be, That this may bee knowne, it 
muſt be well concejued, what they and we meane by ſaying, 
Onur Religion. We either fide ſtand vpon our Religion,not as 
we agree in points of Chriſtianity.one with the other; but as 
we haue ourdifferences alſo to our ſelues one fromthe other, 
So ypon this refteth the point,to try the Martyrs whoſe they 
be, cheirs or ours, by their more or leſle agreeing, or diſa- 

greeing with either ſide in our ſaid differences. Bur in re- 

ſpe@ ofthe maine differences of their Religion from ours, 
that they cannot claime the Martyrs, I thus prooue by theſe 

enſuing reaſons. 

].1t the maine differences-in their Religion be ſuch, as 
none of theſe Martyrs ( which ſuffered by , and among the 
Iewes, or by, and amongſt the Heathen,or by, and amongRt 
the wicked Heretikes) ever madeprofeſſion of, much lefſſe” 
ſuffered for, then inreſpe& of theſe differences, are they nor 
their Martyrs; they cannot appropriatethem to themſelues, 
as they vſeto doe,but are ſtill Martyrs in common. . 

But the antecedent is true, as ſhalbe prooued by my.third 
reaſon next following, for fixe hundred yeeres ſpace after 
Chrift, in which ſpace were all three ſorts of Martyrs. And 
therefore the conſequence cannot be denied. 

II. If theſe differences in their Religion benothing elſe 


but humane inventions, without ſound authority from holy 


Scriptures,and that the Martyrs profeſſed & belecued thoſe 
things onely, whichexpreſſely, or by neceſſary conclufions, - 

are contained in the Scriptures, then in reſpeR of theſe diffe- 
rences,they are not their Martyrs, 
| / Bur. 
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Bur the former part is true. Ergo, the latter muſt-needes 
' beegranted, 

Forthe truth of che antecedent, touching the ynwarran- 
tableneſle of theſe their differences, and withour all ground 
of Scripture; I demand of Papitis, what Scripture hauc they 
for theſe things, wherein we and they doe differ? 

I. Of God, Whar Scripture for the picturing of the holy 
Trinity; forbidden by Moſes to be any way repreſented? 
Dent.4.15,16. 

II. Of the Scriptares, Where is it written, that the 
Scriptures receive authority from the Church, and the . 
ſenſe thereof onely ſubic& vntoher? Thar the Vulgar La- 
tintranſlation is onely to be admitted as authenticall? Thar 
the Scriptures be imperfe&, and are not the certaine rule of 
faith? Thar there are traditions beſides for perfeRing the 
Scriptures, and to be recciuced with equall authoritie with 
Scriptures? 

I1I. Ofthe Church. That the Catholike Church is nor 
the company onely of GodseleCt people? That the Church 
of Rome cannot erre ? - | 

I'V. Of the Pope. Where is Scripture to prooue, that Pe- 
ter was at Rome, and Biſhop there twenty five yeeres? That 
he was to bee appointed Vicar of Chriſt ? That the Pope is 
the vniuerſall Biſhop ? that hee onely is Peters oceans, 
and Chrifls Vicar? Thar hee cannot erre & Cathedra? Thar 
he is aboue Councels? That hee may depoſe Kings from 
their temporall cftates, and diſpoſe of their Kingdomes? 
Thar he can diſpenſe with the finnes againſt the plaine Law 
of God? That he can ſer ſoules free out of ctorments after this. 
life? —Þ 

V. Of the Clergie and Eccleſiaſtical perſons ln what place 
of Scriprure is it taught,thatthere be Popes, Cardinals,and 
Popiſh Prelaces like Princes? That there are now Priefts, 
to whom a ſpeciall Office of Prieſthood is aflignec ? Thar 
there be ſeucn degrees thereof ? That a man isnow ap= 
pointed in the time ofthe Goſpel], to offer ſacrifices daily 


for the quicke and the dead? That all Churchmen (fo rr 
| | led 
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led)areto live ynmarried ? That a Monaſfticall life is the beſt 
eſtate? That Eccleſiaſticall perſons are exempt from ſecular | 
authority? 

VI. Of the Sacraments, Where doth the Scripture teach, 
that Bapriſme is to bee adminiftred with Chriſme, Oyle, 
Coniuring, Salr, Spittle? That there is ſuch a ſpiritual kin- 
dred berweene the Witneſles, and the party baptized, as al- 
ſo betwixt the Parents and Children of thoſe Wirneſles, as 
it hindreth marriage (without a diſpenſation) berwixt one 
another, thoughthere be otherwiſe no kindredeither of af- 


- finity or conſanguinity ? That Ieſus Chriſt is bodily and 


wholly, as heis Man, borne of the Virgin Hary.in the Sa- 
crament, the Bread being turned into his Fleſh? Thar it js a 
ſacrifice for the quick and che dead? That the Cake is to be 
reſerued, and carryed about in potnpe,and that all are to fall 
downeto it, and worſhip it ? That it isro bee adminiſtred 
but in one kind ? Thatthe Lay people muſt nor take ir, buc 
gape and cate it ? That the Prieſt that ſaith Mafſe, muſt 
haue a ſhauen Crowne; haue his Amice, Girdle, Aube,Ma« 
nuple,Stole,Cheſible,and other pretended holy velimenrs ?. 
That he muſt vſe ſuch croſſings, turnings,duckings,l:frings, 
worſhippings, gapings, minglings of wine and water, tuch 
lickings, and other variety of ſtagelike geſtures? 

V IL 1: Of Prayer, That it muſt bee in Latine? That nor 
God onely, but Saints may be prayed vnto? Tharthe dead 
are to be prayed for? That it is lawfull copray by number, 
to ſay the ſame 150. times, and to pray vpon Beades ? 

VIIL Of worſhip. What written Word teacherh, that 
Divine Service isto be ſaid onely in the Latine Tongue? 
That Saints, and their Reliques are to be adored ? Thar Ima- 

es and Pictures are to be in. Churches, for adoration ſake, 
and to be Lay-mens bookes ? S | 
IX; Ofthe Virgin Mary. That ſhe was borne withour 
fine ? That ſhe is the Queene of Heauen, the Lady of the 
World? that ſhe is diuinely to bee worſhipped? that ſhee is 
t0 haue herproper ſeruice,and her Awe HMaries ? | 

X. Of the Charch or Temple, theplace of publicke mor 

| | IPe 
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ſhip. What Scripture, that bells aretobe baptized? That 
there muſt be Altars, Veiles, Holy-water, Holy-aſhes 
Palmes, and many ſuch trumperies ? That children dying 
without Baptiſme, are not to be buried in the Church-yard; 
and that there is for their ſoules a Lembus Infantinm? : 

XI. Of daies. Where doe the Apoſtles teach, that 
there are ſuch a number of Holy-daies, as bein thar Religi. 
on? Thata ſpeciall Holinefleis to be put in the obſeruation 
of dayes? That dayes andtimes are tobe ſet apart cothe 
worſhip of Saints ? | 

X11. Of meates. Where in Scripture reade they, that - 
there is ſuch a difference of meates, as the obſeruation of - 
ſuch a difference at ſometimes, is more holy, then at other 
ſometimes? \ 

All theſe differences are hamane inuentions, without 
warrant of Scriptures, Now letthem ſhew,that any of theſe 
ſorts of Martyrs beleeued and profeſſed theſe difterences : if 
they cannor,then the concluſion is good, that they were nor 
their Martyrs by theſe differences, but in common fiill ours 
as well as theirs. ; | 

ITI. Iftheſe differences be but a very patchery of Here- 
fies, Tudaiſme, and Paganiſme, then inreſpeQthereof, they 
cannot be their Martyrs: for Martyrs ſuffered for none of 
theſe three, bur, in deteftation thereof, were gricuouſly per- 


ſecuted by Iewes, Pagans, and Heretikes. 

But the antecedent is moſt true, as our learned men haue *2# Eccleſ. 
made it manifeſt. For Hereſies;* Biſh, orton, Þ Do&t.Whie- £48398. 
acres, © Gab, Powel, and 4 DoQtor Willer, For Tudaiſme, AHA —"_ 

- e Door Reynolds hath ſufficiently manifeſted ir, and ſomes © 156, de Anti- - 
what of Paganiſme. But for this read Thom. CMoreſin, Do- cviſt.c.24. 
or of Phificke, his whole booke, called Papatws, printed ar © 12 his ſc. 
Edenburgh, and f Gab. Powe! on the firſt Chapterto the Ro- _ pihar 
manes. -For all three, ſee a late publiſhed booke, called,The « Againſt Hart 
three Conformities, And thetefore in reſpeR of theſe diffe- c1p.8. dinif.4. ; 
rerces, being Hereticall, Iewiſh, & Paganiſh,theſe Martyrs p4.567, $68, 
are none of their Martyrs, neither did their ſufferings make $69.0 $73. 
good any whit this their now preſentReligion, COR 
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IV. If theſe differences from our Religion doe offer vi- 
olenceto the three Olſices of Chr.ſt, and make their-pub= 
like worſhip in mavy things blaſphemcus, and Idolatrous ; 
then in reſpe& of ſuch differences, they are nor their Mar- 
tyrs. 
: But the antecedent is true : £rgo, the conſequent. To 
proue the antecedent, DoQtor Fownes hath lately of pur- 
poſe ſet forth his Tri/agion, wherein he bath ſufficiently con- 
firmed it, out of their publike Ad5ſſaes, Breuaries, Portyſes, 
Reſaries, Litargies, Pſalters, Primers, and Manuals of pray- 
ers, to which LIreferre the Reader for full ſatisfaRion : And 
doe conclude therefore, that theſe bleſſed Martyrs were 
none of theirs, by vertue of theſe differences, 

'V. Ifmany of theſe differences of theirs be not only bee 
ſides Scriptures, without warrant from thence, as before is 
ſhewed, bur alſo flat againft Scripture, and againſt our 
common tenents, agreed ypon betweene ys and them : then 
inreſpe& of theſe differences, they are not their Martyrs, 
For they didnor ſuffer for thoſe things which were againſt 
Scripture, and the commontenents of Chriſtianity, wherein 
we and ourAduerſaries doe agree. If they dare affirme this, 
let them giue inſtance thereof, : 

But many of theſe their differences are againſt Scrjpture, 
and againſt the common tenents of Chriſtianity, in which 
we bothagree. Which being ſo, theſe their differences can 
be no part of Chriftianity, becauſe they beagainſt both the 
rule, and alſo againſt rhe grounds of Chriftiavity, There- 
fore the conſequence is true. Thar there are ſuch differen- 
ces betweene vs, Iinftancefor proofe in theſe enſuing. 

That the Scriptures are imperfe&t, contrary to P/al.19.7. 
1.7im.3.16,17. Thar there is an vnwricten word, called, 
Traditions, to be added thereunto; contrary to Dent.q.2. 
Rewel.21.8.Prou.30.6. Thatthe witneſſe of the Church is 
greaterthen the witnefle of the Scriptures, and to be belee- 
ued before them: contrary to 1.1oh,5.9.Tohn,g.17. 

That the inviſible God may be piQtured: contraryto 

Demt.q.1 5.0Ats 17.29.E/a,q0018.Rom. 1.13. That Ima- 


ges - 


Looke beyond Lv txHER. 19 


ges may be made ro be;worſhipped: contrary to Dexe. 27. 
I5.Ex0d.20.and that they are for inſtruction : contrary to 
Hab.2.18, _ 

That prayers may be madeto the Virgin X/ary, and to 
Saints departed : contrary ro Hfath, 6.19. and contrary to 
thepraticeof the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſlles, and 
holy men in Scripture, That prayers made by number, and 
often repetitions, are pleaſing ynto God, as when people are 
taughttopray by number on Beads: contrary to Marth. 
6.7. That they may be vttered inanvnknowne tongue, and 
alſo Gods publike ſeruice ſo ſaid: contrary to 1, Cor, 14. 
15.19. Thar therein a general] good intent is acceptable to 
God, though the mind be not endued with ſound know- 
ledge : contrary to Pron.19.2. 1,.Cor,14-20, 

That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is to be admi- 
niſtred and receiued in one kind : contrary to Matth. 26.27, 


1.Cor,10.16, & 11. 22,24,25. That Jeſus Chriſt is corpo= | 


rally in the Bread tranſubRtantiated : contrary to Af.3.2r. 
And thatitis very God : contrary to Hof.8.6.Thar it is of- 
fered for a ſacrifice propitiatory, asif Chriſt once offering 
himſelfe, were not ſufficient : contrary ro Heb, 10.10,14. 

That the Law may be fulfilled, and a man iuliified rhere- 
by before God : contrary to Rom.7.19.& 3.20. 42. 
1.Co0r.4.4.Eſay-46.6. 

That a man may merit by his works : contrary to Tit.3.5. 
Ephe(.2.8,10.Rom. 6. 23. Luk,7.10, That a man may bec 
able to doe more, then God requireth of him, or that hee is 
tyed by dutie to doe: contrary to Rem.7.19. Luk.t7,10. 
Pron. 20 9. Eccleſ.7. 20.Pſal.130.3. That the Pope may 
diſpenſe with Gods Law : contrary to 1. Sa. 2.25.Rom. 8, 

\24.1Tob 9.33.0 34.29, 
er hd ook ua which yet are not prohibited by 
Gods Law: contrary to 1.10h.3.4.Ro.4.15.& 7.8.6 3.20. 
Thar ſome ſinnes are in themſelues yeniall, which deſerue 
not death : contrary to Rom. 6.2 3.Tames. 1.15.Geneſe2.17. 
Thar originallconcupiſcence is nofinnein the regenerate: 
contrary to Rom.7.19, Pſalm. ys ” That the Virgin ary 
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IV. If theſe differences from our Religion doe offer vi= 


olence-o the three Oikces of Chr/ſt, and make their-pub= 
like worſhip in mavy things blaſphemcus, and Idolatrous ; 
then in reſpe& of ſuch differences, they are nor their Mar- 
tyrs. 
; But the antecedent is true : Ego, the conſequent. To 

' proue the antecedent, DoRor Fownes hath lately of pur- 

poſe ſer forth his T74/agion, wherein he hath ſufficiently con- 

firmed it,out of their publike Agsſſaes, Breutaries, Portuſes, 

Reſaries, Litargies, Pſalters, Primers, and Manuals of pray- 

ers, to which Lreferre the Reader for full ſatisfaRion : And 

doe conclude therefore, that theſe bleſſed Martyrs were 

none of theirs, by vertue of theſe differences, 

V. Ifmany of theſe difterences of theirs be not only bee 
ſides Scriptures, without warrant from thence, as before is 
ſhewed, bur alſo flat againft Scripture, and againſt our 
common tenents, agreed ypon betweene ys and them : then 
inreſpeR of theſe differences, they are not their Martyrs, 
For they did not ſuffer for thoſe things which were againſt 
Scripture, and the common tenents of Chriſtianity, wherein 
we and ourAduerſaries doe agree, If they dare affirme this, 
let them giue inſtance thereof, : 

But many of theſe their differences are againſt Scrjpture, 
and againſt rhe common renents of Chriſtiavity, in which 
we both agree. Which being (o, theſe their differences can 
be no part of Chriftianity, becauſe they beagainſt both the 
rule, and alſo againſt the grounds of Chriftiavity, There- 
fore the conſequence is true, Thar there are ſuch differen- 
ces betweene vs, Iinftancefor proofe in theſe enſuing. 

That the Scriptures are imperfe&, contrary to P/al.19.7. 
1.7im.3.16,17. Thar there is an ynwritten word, called, 
Traditions, to be added thereunto; contrary to Dewr.4.2. 
Rewel.21.8.Prou.30.6. Thatthe witneſle of the Church is 
greaterthen the witnefle of the Scriptures, and to be belee- 
ued beforethem: contrary to 1.10h,5.9.John,g.17. 

That the inviſible God may be piftured: contrary to 

Demt.q.1 5Ats 17.29.E/a.,q0018.Rom. 1.13. That Ima- 


ges . 
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ges may be made to bejworſhipped: contrary to Dear. 27, 
I 5.Exod.20.and that they are for inſtruRtion : contrary to 
Hab.2.18. 

That prayers may be madeto the Virgin ary, and to 
Saints departed : contrary ro Math. 6.19. and contrary to 
thepraQiceofthe Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſlles, and 
holy men in Scripture, Thar prayers made by number, and 
often repetitions, are pleaſing ynto God,as when people are 
taughttopray by number on Beads: contrary to Marth. 
6.7. That they may be vttered in anynknowne tongue, and 
alſo Gods publike feruice ſo ſaid: contrary to 1, Cor, 14. 
15,19. Thar therein a general} good intent is acceptable to 
God, though the mind be not endued with ſound know- 
ledge : contrary to Pron.19.2. 1,Cor,14-20, 

That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is to be admi- 
niſtred and receiued in one kind : contrary to Marth. 26.27, 
1.Cor,10.16, & 11. 22,2425. ThatTIeſus Chriſt is corpo= 
rally in the Bread tranſubRtantiated: contrary to A.z3.2r. 
And that it is very God : contrary to Heſ.8.6.Thar it is of- 
fered for a ſacrifice propitiatory, asif Chriſt once offering 
himſelfe, were not ſufficient : contrary ro Heb, 10.10,14. 

That the Law may be fulfilled, and a man iultified rhere- 
by before God : contrary to Rom.7.19.& 3.20.6 4-2. 
1.C0r.4.4. Eſay-46.6. 

That a man may merit by his works : contrary to T:t.3.5. 
Ephe(.2.8,10.Rom. 6. 23. Luk,7.10. That a man may bee 
able to doe more, then God requireth of him, or that hee is 
tyed by dutie to doe: contrary to Rem.7.19. Luk.t7.10. 
Pron. 20 9. Eccleſ.7. 20.Pſal.130.3, That the Pope may 
diſpenſe with Gods Law : contrary to 1. $47. 2.25.Rom.8, 
3334-106 9.33.0 34-29. 

That there are finnes which yet are not prohibited by 
Gods Law: contrary to 1.J0h.3.4.R0.4.15.@ 7.8.0 3.20. 
Thar ſome finnes are in chemſelues veniall, which deſerue 
not death : contrary to Rom. 6.2 3.Tames. 1.15.Geneſe2.17s 
Thar originallconcupiſcence is no finne in the regenerate: 
contrary to Rom.7.19, Pſalm. ys - That the Virgin ary 
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was withont finne : contrary to /oh 14. 4. Eccleſ. 7,2, 20, 
Pſal.130.3.Rom.3.9,23- 1.l0h.1.7,8.Luke 1.46, | 

That Marriage is not honorable in all ſorts of men; as for 
inſtance,not inthe Clergy:contrary to Heb.r 3.4.1:Cor.7.9, 
I. Tim.5. 14. andcontrary to the practice of the married 
Prieſts ynder the Law. That married perſons with conſenr, 
may euer live aſunder,ctolead a Monafticall life + contrary to 
I-{,0r.7.2. 

CHeT: holineſlſe is to beput in the obſcruation of dayes ; 
contrary to (9.2.16. Ofmeates : contrary to Row, 14. 14, 
I.Cor.8.8. Matth.1t5. 20. 1.7im,4.3,4. and ſo. men loſe 
thereby Chriſtian liberty : contrary to Gal.5.1, 

That many who dye in the Lord, nor abies fromGod, 

et reft not after death for a time : contrary'to Reweh14.13, 
Fn make a temporal fatisfaion,ina place they call-Purga- 
tory,whole finnes akhough here pardoned,yet gonottheſe 
ſoules immediately to heauenzeontrary toL#k,23.43.where 
the good Thiefe is promiſed Paradiſe, which is Heauen, 
2.Cor.12.3,q- | | 

That the Popes power is kingly, yea, that he may yſe the 
temporall Sword, and depoſe Kings, and diſpoſe of their 
Kingdomes, and be ſubieQ-to-none+: comrary to Luke 22, 
2526, Matth,20.2 5, 26. Rom. 13.T.Ti.3.1. 1.Pet,2.1 ' 
That he which gets the Popes diſpenſation, finneth not in 
that he doth, though the ſame bee againſt Gods Law: con» 
trary to AMarh.5.19.Dent.27.26, ler. 11.3.10h.3.4. That 
the Pope is Chrifts Vicar, and yer may, intermeddle with 
thecarthly and temporall Kingdomes ofthis World : con- 
traryto Chrifls ownepraRtice, Luke I 2.14. the nature of his 
Kingdome, John 18.36.againſt the nature of ſuch ſpirituall 
weapons & power which God gane to his Apoſtles, 2.{ or. 
10. 4, 5, 6- Yea, thatthe Pope may take. ypon him ( as 
hee Joh ro haue to doe withthoſe which are withour,to ' 
wir, the Heathen, to giveaway their Kingdomes,(as he pre- 
fumethto doe wich ſuch as forſake him, whome he iudgeth 
to: bee: Heretjkes ) contrary to 1, Cor. 5.12,13. That his 
Clergie areexempred fron ciuill juriſdiction ; contrary to 
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Chrifts Commandement, MHarrh.22.21, tohis praftice, 
Matth.17.27. to Saint Peters reaching, 1,Pet.2.13,14.and 
to Saint Pars, Row.13.1,7.7it.3.1. It were infinite ro par- 
ricularize all the differences betweene our Religion and 
theirs, wherein they are contrary to holy Scripture, and con- 
trary to the tenne Commandements, the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and the two Sacraments, Of which ifany defire 
herein inſtances to be better ſatisfied, let him reade Gabrie! 
Powel, who hath purpoſely ſer downea multicude of par- Lib. de Anti. 
ticulars, cbr.cap.6,10. 
VI. .Andlafily, ifnoneof the Martyrs were Papiſts, or ©:33+ 
(as they pleaſe to call themſelues)Romane Catholikes; then 
could they not be their Martyrs :-for they which bee not 
ſuch, are not held: to bee of their Romane Religion, nor 
Church, | 
Bur none of theſe Martyrs were Papiſts, or Romane 
Catholikes; for they held nor theſe many differences of 
theirs from vs, by which a Papiſt becommeth a Papift or 
Romane-Catholike, and without which hee is not by them 
approued to be ſuch a one. For let a man hold-all other 
poynrs of Chriſtianitie wholly and fully ; yerif he hold not, . 4 
thatthe Pope hath-authority, as Chriſts Vicar vpon earth : 5 
thatche Church of Rome is the Mother and Miſtreſfe of all a= 
Churches : that there are feuen Sacraments : that the Sacra- 
ment may be receiued in one kind: that the bread after con- 
ſecration is tranſubſtanriated, and Chriſt there corporally - 
ynder the Ggnes of Bread and Wine, and ſo ro be diuinely 
adored: that Seruiceisto be ſaid cucry where in Latine: 
that Images are to beſet in Churches, and to be worſhip- 
ped : that Saints departed, are tobe prayed ynto, and their 
Rel:ques worſhipped: that there is a Purgatory for penall 
ſatisfa&ion after this life : that our workes doe merit, and 
that we are iuſtified by them-before God : that Eccleſiaſti- 
call perſons may not marry: that confeſſion of ſinnes is to 
be made ſecretly toa Prieſt in his eare, and that heehath 
power iudicially to abſolue the conficents, and impoſe pe- 
nance yponthem for {atisfaRtion for finne ynto God, 
7 D 3 Theſe 
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Theſe, and ſuch like articles newly coyned, whoſoever 
doth not hold, is not iudged to be a Romane Catholike:Bur 
none of theſe differences did theſe Martyrs hold, much lefle 
ever ſuffered perſecution for, For not one of theſe articles 
of the Trent Conuenticle was held inthe time of theſe ſorts 
of Martyrs, all of them ſuffering within the 600. yeeres af= 
ter Chriſt, in which ſpace was there none that might be cal- 
led a Papift, or Roman Catholike after the definition of the 
Trentiſts, And therefore were they not their Martyrs, nci- 
ther did any of them profeſſe the now new Romane Tren- 
tiſme. 

And thus we ſee, how by theſe differences they cannot 
claime the Martyrs. Now our differences from them, are all 
grounded ypon Scriptures, and principles of Chriſtianity, 
and warranted by ſuch common truth of Chriſtian Religi- 
on,as they and wee doe fully accord in; not one of our diffe- 
rences being cither hereſie, or any partof Judaiſme, or Pa. 
gani{me, noreuer condemned by any generall Councell in 


tt ſpace of theſe firſt {ixe hundreds of yeeres, in which 


theſe three ſorts of Martyrs did live. True it is that our ad- 
verſaries call vs Heretikes, and lay herches to our charge, 
but falſely, withour iuſt proofe, as our learned Phitacres, Bi- - 
ſhop Morton, & others, ſhew in anſwering Bellarmive his 
calumnies herein to the full. Seeing then our differences 
and truths of Chriſtian Religion, taught by the Apoſtles, 
and by the ſucceeding Paſtors, & belecued by the Church, 
are the parts of that Faith and Religion, which theſe Mar- 
tyrs ſuffered for; I conclude, that in regard both of the 
truths, wherein we and our Aduerſaries agree, and alſo of 
our differences, wherein we diſagree from the now preſent 
_ of Rome, they were our Martyrs, and none of 
theirs, 

IV. Sort of Martyrs are thoſe, who ſuffered by, and a- 
monegſt theſe our aduerſaries, as the Berengarians, Walden. 
ſes, Albigenſes, Picklife and his followers in England, Toby 
Haus, and [erome of Prague, at Conſtance, and many moe in 
Boheria, and inother places, euen to Zxthers time, and af- 


ter, 
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ter, an innumerable multitude flaine and maſſacred, burnt, 
and putto ſundry deaths for our Religion, and for gaine- 
ſaying our Aduerfaries in thoſe differences, which we now 
Rand out in, againſt the Church of Rome ar this preſent, 
Theſe were therefore our Martyrs. 


But our Aduerſaries will ſay, that theſe were no Martyrs, g;;.q 


but condemned Heretikes. 


That they were Martyrs,& no Heretikes,its cleare,S. John 41/;p. 


in the Rexelation, calleth thoſe Saints and Martyrs of leſus, 
Rexel.17.6, which ſhould ſuffer for the Word of God, for 
refuſing to worſhip the Beaſt and his Image,and for not re= 
ceiuing his marke in their fore-heads, or intheir hands, Re- 
#el.20.4. and for keeping the Commandements of God, 
and the faith of Icſus, and ſo dying in the Lord, ſhould reſt 
from their labours,and be accounted bleſſed, Rexel.14.13, 
13. But ſuch weretheſe our Martyrs, for they ſuffered for 
Gods Word, for keeping the Commandements and Faith - 
of Teſus, and for refuſing ro worſhip the Beaſt and Whore 
of Rome; drunke with the blood of the Saints : And there- 
fore were blefled Martyrs, and no Heretikes, 


Butthey will ſay ; Theſe held diuerserrours, and were gy;,q 


notinall things wholly with vs? 


They ſuffered, and were Martyrs for thoſe ſelfe-ſame Auſw, 


things, which with-vs they witneſſed againſt the Church of 


Rome. 


11. Many errours are aſcribed vnto them, which they De continu. ep 
neuer held, as DoQor Y/her Biſhop of eeth learnedly fat Ecclefie. 


ſhewes. 
111. Though in fome things they ſhould haue differed 


from vs, yet doth not that make them not to be of our Reli- 
gion, For if for lighter differences in opinions, men ſhould 
be held not to be of the ſame Religion (if ſo our Aduerfaries 
will conclude) then are the now Romaniſts nor of one and 
the ſame Religion, which is now profeſſed at Rome: for 
one of them differs much from another in many things. 


| Neither haue they any right to the ancient Fathers, be- See DoR.Bali 
tweene whom and theſe our Aduerfaries, is alſo great diffe- his peace of 


rence, 


. 
' 
Lats Fra _- 


—_— L CORITA 


24 Looke beyond Iv THER. 
rence, and that in many things. Theſe Martyrs therefore, 
though they might differ from vs in ſome things (the Lighe 
then not ſhining ſo clearely, as now it doth) were our Mar- 
tyrs. Thus weſceall the Martyrs from the beginning,to 
be ours,and ſo have our Aduerſaries none at all, which may 
be properly called theirs, for the firſt 600 yeeres: For if they 
claime the firſt three ſorts, its but as they doe agree with vs; 
for in cheir differences from vs, the Martyrs are none of 
theirs. The fourth ſort are clearely our owne, and are Mar- 
tyrs, in defence of our differences from them, But for cheir 
differences, they haue no Martyrs of Icſus : for ſuch Mar- 
tyrs as be his Martyrs, ſuffer for his ſake, for Gods Word, 
for his taith and Commandements: bur their differences 
are nor Gods Word, nor the faith, nor Commandements 
of leſus, neither ſuffered Papiſtshere for Religion ; but for 
treaſon, rebellion, diſloyall aQts, for denying due obedience 
tolawfull authority, and for ſanding in defence of forraine 
power, andthe authoritie of the Whore of Babylon, the 
murtherer of Saints, and ofthat Antichriſt the Pope, as he 
isproued ſufficiently ſo to be. And therefore T conclude, 
our Religion to be before Luthers time. 


#1, Areument. 


From the writing ofthe ancient 
Fathers. 


Tz Religionwhich is to be found in the writings of the an- 
cient Fathers, as profeſſed and taught bythem, un the firſ 
600.yeeres after Chriſt, that was before Luthers time. 

But this on preſent Religion(inthe points of doftrine wherin 
we differ from our Aducrſaries) is to befoundsn the writings of 
the ancient Fathers, as profeſſed and taught by them in the firſt 
600 yeeres aſter Chriſt, 

Therefore was this our preſent Religion (in the points of do 
arine, wherein we differ from our eAdwerſ/arics) before Lu- 
thers time, | 

The 
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he Minor Ithus prooue: All the differing Religions of 
greateſt note, which were ever ſince Chriſts IE are 
one of theſe;Iudaiſme,Gentiliſme,or Paganiſme, Arianilme, 
(vnder which I comprehend all hereſies) Mahorhetiſme, or 
Turciime , the preſent Religion of the Church of Rome, which 
may be called 7renti/me, or Teſniti/me, commonly called, 
Papiſtric; and this our Religion termed, The reformed Reli- 
gion, or Proteſtancy; which wee profeſle and teach with an 
vnanime conſent in the Harmonie of Confeflions, otherwiſe 
then the Church of Rome now doth, Bur thoſe ancient Fa- 
thers taught not Judaiſme, nor Paganiſme, nor Arianiſme, 
or other hereſies, which in thoſe dayes roſe vp, nor Maho- 
metilme, Ergo, either the Religion of the now Church of 
Rome, or ours, with either of our differences one from ano- 
ther. Bur not ſo this of theirs. For thoſe differences on their 
part, whereby a man becommeth aRomane Catholicke, or 
Papiſt, che ancient Fathers, with one conſent, never taught, 
Thedifferences are mentioned before : for all which ifthey 
can produce the wnanime conſent of thoſe Fathers in 600. 
yeeres ſpace, we yecld themthe Fathers : but if nor, then are 


they ours, as they that taught and profeſſed our Religion. - 


For they not only taught all the maine points of faich,which 
we and our Aduerſaries doe agreein ; bur allo all the prin- 
| cipall differences with vs, wherein wee and our Aduerlaries 


, 


doe differ, as Polanus hath largely prooued, to whoſelear- Inhis Sympho- ; 


ned paines I referre the Reader, Therefore this our preſent ziaCathol, 


Religion was before Luthersrime. 


I'V. uAreument. 


From the witnefle of our very 
Aduerſaries. 


TT Religionwhich ts to be found mn the publike records of 
the Church of Rome, and in the writings of learned men 


therein, from the very firſt foundation of it wnto this day ; that 


was before Luthers time. This (I hope) may paſſe for current. 
E But 
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But this onr preſent Religion 1s ſuch a Relogion; and therefore 
before Luthers time, Tl 


The Minor, ifthey deny, is thus confirmed, I, Thereare 
among them the holy Scriptares, which they acknowledge 
to be the Word of God : but by thoſe Scriptures may all 
| ourReligion be proved, and fully-confirmed, in any thing 

wherein we differ from our aduerſaries. And therefore this 
our Religion is to be found among them. 

TI. There is that which is called, The Apoſtles Creed, and 
the Nicene (reed, which they profeſle, the Articles whereof 
we hold, andthereinis contained the ſumme of our faych, 

I1I. Thereis the Lords Prayer, the paterne of all true 
Prayers, according to which onely we teach how copray a- 
right, and thereafter doe frame our prayers. . 

IV. Thereis the Decalogne and the ten Commendements, 
which though defectiuely ſer downe in their Catechiſmes 
{the ſecond being left mo are they wholly ſet downein 
their Bibles, which ten Commandements are the ſumme of 
our morall obedience, and of our duties towards God, and. 
our-neighbours, | | | 

V. They acknowledge the wo Sacraments, Baptiſme,and 
the Lord, Supper, both which we doe adminiſter, po 

V I. There are common tenents of Chriſtianity, which all 
Chriſtian Churches haue cuer held, wherein we and they do 
fully agree. | | 

V 11. Thereis their Service Booke, wherein though ma- 
ny abominations are to be found, yet in other things itiuſti- 
feth our Religion and Seruice : As may appeare by compas- * 
ring our Seruice Booke with it ; out of which,ours was, for 
the ſubſtance thereof, taken. Againſt which they cannor 
iuflly take exception; neither are they able to prooue, by 
Gods Word, by the ancient Councels, and conſent of the 
ancient Fathers, anything Idolatrous, Heretical,or any way 
valawfull, wherein ſoever ir differeth from-theirs. 

V III. There ray alſo be found vherr accord in generall 
zermes with vs, in thoſe things, wherein for the particulars 

we 
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weand they be ar oddes, and doe diſagree; as Maſter Per- In hicrefors, 
kixs giverh inſtance in one and twenty particulars : and the med Catho- 
like may be donein many other points, like. 

IX. Andlaſily, there is to be found all andenery point of 
our Relzgion particularly , wherein wee differ from chem, 
which cicher we affirme,or they deny; or wedeny,and they 
affirme; and the ſame juſtified by the writings ofthelearned 
amongſtthem. For proofe hereof, I referrethe Reader to my 
Lord of Conentry and Lichfield, his ( atholike appeale, and (a= 
tholike Apologie, firſt and ſecond parts; ro my Lordef Meeth, 
his booke de (hrift. Eccle/. ſucceſe & ftatn ; to Ilhricus, his 
Catalog. Teſt. Veritatis; to Toh. a*Munſter, his Nobilis Die 
curſus; to DoF. Field, his fourth booke of the Church, wbo 

rooucth ſeuen and twentie parciculars of our maine diffe= 

rences out of their own Writers. Andif the writings of their 
learned men doe notiuſtific our Religion, I would know, 
why they doe not ſuffer ſuch writings to paſſe withour pur- 
ging? Forif ſuch things were not for ys,and againſt chem, 
they would norpur our,nor alter, nor fo indeed corrupt Au- 
thors, orinhibire them to paſſe abroad, as they doe : which 
one a& of theirs ſheweth, that our differences might be pro- 
ued, cuen by their owne Writers, if they might decide the 
controuerlies betwixt ys and them, 

Thus we ſce, how our Religion is to bee found amongſt 
them, notonely in the poynts wherein wee doe agree, bur 

_ even inall our particular differences, in which we ſtand ouc 

againſt the preualent faCtion of thar Church, which alwayes 
harh ouer-borne the truth, which by others of more ſound 
iudgementinthat Church, hath been from time to time pub 
liſhed and maintained. And therefore this our now preſent 
Religion was before Lathers time. 


V. cArenment. 
From the beginning of our Religion here, bore 
_ Auſtin the Monke came to this Hand. 
Hat Religion which was here in this land of Great Bri- 


tine, before Auſtin the Monke came into it, that was be- 
E 2 fore 
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, fore Luthers tm : for this Monke came in many hundred of 
yeeres before Luther was borne, | 
But this our preſent Religion was here in this land of Great 
Britaine, before Auſtin the Monke came intoit, 


Therefore was it before Luchers dayes, 


The Minor I thus prooue : 
I, The Chriftian Religion taught at Teruſalem by the 
Apoſtles, and other Diſciples of Chrifi, was our Religion,as 
by the firſt Argnment is prooued from the Apoſtles wri. 
tings. 
Cambden in Bur that ſame Chriſtian Rehgion was here taught, and 
Brit, p.40.157, that either by ſume Apolile, as Simon Zelcres; or ſome Dil- 
* Hariſon be- ciple of Chriſt, as /oſeph of Arimayhea, * as ſome o! our fide 
fore, Hollinſs hue prooued fully, and our Aduerſaries yeeld vs. Now if 


 2pog his that which was taught at Teruſalem was ours, then muſt it 


© Papiſtomaſtix, needs be ours, which Simon Zelates, or Joſeph of Arimathea 
| pag.202, did here teach, at the firſt planting of it, being before eL#u- 
| Seethe Prote- 2,5 time : for can any ſay, that theſe brought from Teruſa- 


Naats apol. 


vnder Brerelyes lem hither, any other Religion, then the Apoſtles feliuered 


- Names there? 


IT. That ſame Religion firſt taught, did continue heere 
in ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles dayes, and was held at A#- 
ſftins comming,as our Aduerſaries, the Apologiſts do proue, 


Brerely his Ap- and doe take this alſo for an vndoubted truth, that the Bri- 


peale, Trac.1. taines of Wales receiued the faith of Chriſt, by preaching of the 
SeQ.2. pag.69. ApoſtHes, and held that Faith at Auftins comming. Now, the 
Faithtaught by the Apoftles, being the ſame with ours, as 
the holy Scriptures beare witnefle againſt all gaine-ſayers ; 
itis cleare by the Apologiſts proofes, and their owne ac- 
knowledgement of the continuance thereof, from the very 
beginning, that this our preſent Religion was here in this 
land of Great Britaine, betore Axſtins comming. 
ITI. © Here were many which ſuffered Martyrdome in 
Diocleſians reigne, before Auſtines dayes, but it is prooved 
before in the La Argument, thar: all the Martyrs of 
: Chriſt were of our Religion. And therefore was that our 
h Religion, 
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Religion, which was here before Asſtinesrime. 
IV. Before Azſtimes comming, the Church of Chriſt 
here, was not ſubieC co the Romiſh Church : for firſt, they 
kept not their Eaſter after the Romiſh faſhion, bur as the 
Eatterne Churches kept ir, whence our Religion came, 
Now if they had beene of the Romaniſts tutoring, the fiery 
ſpirit of V/ior, who attempted to excommunicare the Eaſt= 
erne Churches, would haue compelled the Britains to hate 
kept their Eaſter, as hee did. Secondly, they adminiftred Bedahiſor. 
Baprtiſme nor after the ceremonious faſhion of the Roma- {b.2.cap 2. 
niſts. Thirdly, they refuſed ro doe, what Aſtine required, 
neither would they acknowledge him their Archbiſhop, 
though ſent from Rome by the Biſh. there, Fourthly, both 
the Britains, Scots, and Iriſh Biſhops ſo vtterly reieRed the 


Romiſh Biſhops, as Biſhop Daganw denied all communion 8:44! 2.c4.4, 


with them, yea, and refuſed to cate bread with them in the 0 _ f ſe 
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ſame Inne-; ſo little regard had they then to the authority g, ;.'x;" 
either ofthe Romiſh Tiurch, or Romiſh Biſhops. Yea, the 

Centurifts, & other Proteſtants haue obſerued out of Ga!- Gilfridus Mo- 
fridus, that before Auſtins comming, there was here amongFt "#eniiſes Cen: 
the Britaines, theprofeſſion of more pure Chriſttanity, then that 
which Auſtine brought from Rome, Its babbled out by our 
Aduerfaries,that this Auſtin conuerted this Iland:bur this is 
moſt yntrue ; for Sainr Ada», and Saint Finan, were the 
Lords inſtruments to gaine many hete to Chriſt, 

Saint Aidanrecoucred from Paganiſme , the Kingdome Bedalib.z. 
of Northumberland, whereunto belonged (beſides Nor- Hijt.cap.3.6. 
thumberland it (clfe,the Lands beyond ir, vnto Edenborow 
Frith) cheſe Countries, Cumberland, Weltmerland, Lanca- 
ſhire, Yorkefhire, and che Biſhopricke of Durham. 

Saint Finanregained not onely Efſex, and Middleſex, but 155.c. 21.22.24, 
alſo the large Kingdome of Mercia, covutrted firſt vato OG y 
Chriſtianity ; which Kingdome did comprehend vnder it m_ a 
theſe Countries ; Gloſterſhire, Hereforcſhire, Worceſter- cr.5yþthorps 
ſhire, Warwickeſhire, Leiceſterſhire, Rutlandſhire, Not- booke, | 
thamptonſhire, Lincolneſhire, Hunciogtonſhire, Bedford. 
ſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Oxfordſhire,Staffordſhire ,Darby- 

S3-- ſhire, 


tur.6-p.639, -— 


See Archb, 
Parker his 
booke de anti, 
Brit,cap.18. 


Sce Biſhop 


- Mortonhis Ca 


tholike Ap= 
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pagan, 
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ſhire, Shropſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Cheſhire, and halfe 
Hertfordſhire, : 

Theſe holy men are they, which, vnder God, are to haue 
the praiſe, and not Asfin, who brought ſome, bur few in 
compariſonof theſe, to the profeſſion of Chriſt : but with= 
all, beſmeared them with Romiſh ſuperſtitions. And ſuch 
others as were already Chriitians, he endeuoured to loade 
with humane inuentions, and A ceremonies, and 
was (ifnotthe ——_ the occaſion of the defiruQtion of 
many, and of che miſcrable and mercilefle ſlaughrer of the 
godly Monkes at Bangor, tothe number of x 200, for thar 
theſe poore Monkes would nor ſubmit ro him, whom they 
ſaw to be too proud, and notſo humble a man, as a man of 
God ought ro haue beene. 

V. Thatthis our Religion was here before Aſtin,it may 
appeare by that publike doCtrine of the Church, which was 
taught abour thetime of Gregory, ( who ſent in hither this 
eAuſtin) concerning the bleſſed Sacrament, altogether a- 
grecing with our preſent doQtrine, and plaincly oppoſite to 
the doQtrine ofche now Church of Rome. For in an Homi- 
ly of the Saxontongue, appointed to be preached on Eaſter 
day, throughout euery Church, the bread is acknowledged 
to be naturally corraprible bread, and corruptible wine ; truely 
Chriſts bodie and bloud, yet not ſo bodily,but ſpiritaally; and no- 
thing thercin to be underſtood bodily, but all ſpiritually. If this 
was the publike doCtrine, ſo fully herein agreeing with vs, 
ſo contrary now to the Romiſh beliefe, in their rranſubſan- 
tiated bread (for deniall whereof they haue murthered fo 
many, and now hold it {till ſo maine an article of their Ro- 
mane beliefe,) how can it beotherwiſe imagined, all things 


alſo before conſidered withall, bur that the Religion then, 


was our religion now, and not this of the Church of Rome? 
VI. Ir cannot be denied, if our Religion be the ſame, 
which was planted by the Apoſtles in the Eaſterne Chure 
ches , from which our Religion was brought hither as is 
afore deliuered, bur that then this ourReligion was before 
Auftines time, But that onrs is the ſame, the Apoſtles wri- 
. tings 
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tings written to the Churches ſhew, Secondly, an Apoſtle, 
or ſome Apoſtolicall men here taught it. Thirdly, the wri- 
tings of che Greek Fathers for 600,yeeres ſpace after Chriſt 
(which is all the ſpace from Chriſt to this Aufin )giue teſti- 
mony to our Religion in the maine points thereof, as is 
prooued beforein thethird argument. Fourthly, it is evi- 
dent euen by thole things, which yer the Churches at this 
day in thoſe parts doe hold with vs, and wherein wee and 
they agree againft the now Romiſh Religion. For the 
Greekes deny the Popes $ wpremacy, Purgatory, and Prayer Ibidemlib 1, 
for the delinerance of ſoules ont of tt, theneceſſity of Auricalar #4. 13./ec.1,2. 
Confeſſion, Meritorions [atisfattion of the iuſtice of God, Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, carned Images and Statues, They deny, that 
Saints departed heare our Prayers, They adminiſter the $Sa- 
craments in both kindes, and allow Minifters marriage. They 
mixe not water with wine , they vſe not unleauencd bread, 
They admit not prinate Maſſes, nor the (ircumgeſtation,, or 
Adoration of the Sacrament, nor the publike ſernice in an vn- 
knowne tongue. They teach the aſſurance of ſalnationin Chriſt, 
and renounce the merit of workes. All which are oppoſite to 
the now Romiſh Religion, and are thetruthes of our Reli- 
gion, taught by the Apoſiles, and holy ancient Fathers, 
from the. beginning, in the Eaſterne Churches, where- 
in they -are not falne from that which at firſt they recei- 
ued, as they be in ſome other things, which they teach and 
praQtiſe. bt | 
V 11. The Religion which weprofefle, is the ſame which 
was at Rome, at the time of the three converſions of Eng. 
land, as they call them; and therefore was this our Religion 
before eLuſtines comming, and heere profeſi:d when hee 
camein. | | 
The firſt conner/ion was in the Apoſtles dayes ; but in 
their dayes, was our Religion at Rome, as Saint Paxls Epi-- 
file written tothe Saints there, and other of his Epiſtles de- 
clare; as alſothe Epiftles of Saint Peter (whom they would 
faine haue to haue beene at Rome) to which our Religion 
agreeth wholly. and fully, wherein ſocuer wee now _ 
om 


 num.fol. 69, 
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from the preſent do&trine ofthe Church of Rome, Let their 
See Catol. Teſt. writings be Iudge, from which our Aduerſaries haue greatly 
veritat. p4g.26, erred, as is euidently prooued in all the maine points of the 
to 69 laſt edi. © Chriftian Fairh. And therefore was it our Religion then pro- 
_—_— feſſed at Rome, and not this new Romiſh Faith. 

The ſecond Connerſion they make to bee in Elentherins 
dayes, who wrote, as they acknowledge, vnto our King 
here, called Lucizs. If here was any conuerfion wrought, it 
was toour Religion, and not to the preſent Romiſh Tren- 
tiſme, as may be clearely gathered out ofthat Epiſtle of E- 

See the Epiſt, /enutherins, and which they doe approue of, as written tothe 
in the booke ſame Leucine. Firſt, Eleutherins there telleth the King, that 
ofthe Lawes he had receiued the Law and Faith of Chriſt. ' Secondly, (as 


Soo v0rway heceby ſhewing him where this Law and Faith was to bee 


\ Szxonslan- found) hetelleth him againe immediatly vpon theſe former 


guage, words,that he had receiued both the parts of the Scriptures, 

Alſoin Fox, Thirdly, he ſo commendeth the Scriptures to the King and 

AQsand Mo» };. Councell, thatthence, by Gods grace, they themſclues 

For the autho. Might take a Law torule the Kingdome. This Biſhop did 

ritie of this not take vpon him to preſcribe them Lawes, hee alloweth 

Epiſtle, Itake them (being Lay perſons, as they nowſpeake) to meddle 

irzas they aÞ- with the holy Scriptures, and from thence (and not from 

ga 4 him, norfromhis Lawes, nor fromthe Lawes of the Ro- 
irnefſe goo LT Ag | 

2eainſt them- Manes) to take a Law to live by, This Biſhop therefore 

ſelues, held the Scripture ſufficient for a diretion and guideto a 

" whole Kingdome ; hee held them not ſo obſcure, but that 

the King and his Councell (by Gods grace) though bur 

young Chriſtians,might learne out of them the will of God, 

how hee would have a Chriftian Kingdome gouerned. 

Fourthly, this godly Biſhop calleth Zrcizs Gods Vicar in 

his owne Kingdome, and alleageth Scriprure to prooue it; 

hee was not then ſwolae vp with the pride of Antichriſtian 

Supremacy,nor conceited any remporall power ouer Kings, 

as now the Popes doe. Laltly, hee puts wholly the care of 

the people ypon the King, as a Fathetcolooke to his Chil- 

dren, to call them to the Faith and Law of Chriſt,and co the 

holy Church, hereby acknowledging the Kivg to bee the 

- \yupreme 
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ſupreme Head and Gouernour in all cauſes,. aſwell Ecclefia- 
Ricall, as Civill, and to be Gods Vicar in his owne Realme: 
which title that Biſhop twicenameth ia that Epiflle. Thus 
wee ſce out of this ſhort Epiſtle, what we may thinke of the 
Religion. then at Rome,and how agreeing to ours now,and 
differing from theirs at this preſent, 
The third conwerfien (for which they magnifie ſo much 
this Aſtin, but very falſely) was in Gregory the Great his 
dayes. In which time, though many corrupcions were crept 
into the Church of Rome: yerthe maine points of our dif- 
ferences, wherein we differ tromthis preſent Romiſh ſuper- 
ftition, werethen taught in that Church,as may appeare our 
of the writingsof Gregory,as hedid then teach, concerning 
holy Feriptures,the grace of God,of Freewill,of the Law,of int1- 6 
, ; ; 4 ce for all 
fication, of Faith,of good Workes, alſo concerning the not wor- jvc in me 
ſhipping of Images, iikewile of the acknowledging of the two Teſt werir.lib.s. 
Sacraments, alſo his iudgement of rhe Church,of the head of 6.558. 
the Charch, of Antichriſt, of an uninerſall Biſhop, of ſecular 
power ouer Biſhops, of Marriage, of ſoules departed, and whi- 
ther they went. Gregory was no Patrone of the Romiſh 
IMaſſe, nor of the corporall and tranſubſtantiated bread , Seetor theſe 
norof merit, nor of Papall ſupremacy, nor of temporal! ry. Bilb. Morions 
riſdiftion ouer Kings and Emperors, nor of the neceſſity of Ce- ran Appeal. 
: EE o1:C,2+3,43 Fo 
remonies alike in enery ({hurch. Gregory held not the Macha- 
bees canonicall, but taught the perfeftionof Canonicall Scrip- 
tures;heexhorted Lay men to the ſtudy ofthem,and in his time 
the Scriptures were allowed, and prayers were (aid tn a knowne 
and vulgar tongae: he held the { atholicke Church to be the e- 
le,and the reprobate out of it, and was againſt marriages 
within degrees forbidden, Lenit.18. 
Thus we ſece,that ar the three conuerſions, our Religion 
now, and that at Rome then, was one and the ſame. Neither 
can our aduerſaries ſhew the contrary from Scriprure, from 
the vniforme conſent of ancient Fathers, either Greeke or La- 
tine, or from general! Conncels within thole times, no' nor 
from the Biſhops of Rome themſelues, tor that ſpace; if choy 
will make conſcience to deale - quarely,plainly and honeſtly 
in 
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in their proofes. And that they may ſoe doe, I would en- 
rreate to lay aſide firſt, all counterfeit Decretall Epiſtles ſuch 
as thoſe be whichare aſcribed to the Biſhops of Rome in 
the firſt 300. yeeres, as our learned men have prooued both 
by reaſons, and fromthe teſtimonie of the learned amon 
them, Secondly, thoſe partly corrupted, and partly alſo 
counterfeit Decrerall t-piſles,in the rext300.yeres. Thirdly, 
all the counterfeit and corrupt (, anons of (onncels.Fourthly all 
the baſtard writings pur ypon the ancient Fathers. Fifthly, the 
places corrupted n any of their writingsIf they wil caſt offthis. 
great and wicked deceit, in alleaging theſe tor themſelues, 
the truth of my aflertion, That this our Religion was then at 
Rome, aud not this their preſent Romiſh faith, will manifeſtly 
appeare to all men nor wiltully blindec, tor by and worldly 
reſpects, 

Laftly,the Chriſtian religion firſt planted inTreland, was be. 
fore Auſtins commug in hither,For,as is afore ſpoken,Scot- 
wiſh and Iriſh Chrittian Biſhops withſtood him art his 
comming, But that which was thenreceiued, and profeſ- 
ſed by the ancient Iriſh, was for ſubſtance the very ſame, 
which is now here in England by publike authority main- 
rained, as is ſubſtantially proued by a godly learned Father 


See his Epiſtle jq all Antiquities of the Church, the Loyd ZBrſhop of Meeth; 
before nawed, | \.\ich I referre euery Reader, which defireth co be ſariſ@ 


fied in theirs, and our agreement about Scripeare tranſlats- 
ons, predeſtination, freewill,the Law, ſinxe,free remiſſion of ſins, 
$ftification by faith onely, imperſettion of ſantbification, merit, 
purgatorie, and /oules departed, about Gods worſhip, Images, 
the Maſſe communicatizs inboth hindes, and the myſticall re- 
ceining of the Sacrament. That Learned man doth ſhew,how 
weeand they doe agrecin all theſe things, which are che 
moſt maine points of faith berwixc our aduerſaries and ys, 
And therefore I conclude from thiz, and all that formerly 
nath beene produced in this fifth Arguments that this our 
7refent Religion was heere in this Iland before . Auſtin: 
time; 


=>. - Argue 
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VI. Argument, 


From God the Author, and continuall Preſcrner 
of our Religion, againſt all oppoſitions. 


Hat Religion which ts of God, was before Luthers time * 
kT for that which is of God, cannot bee aſcribed to man; 
nor ſanew, as the late dayes of Lthey, For the true Rehigi- 
on is the moſt ancient, and this is the good way to bee 
found in the old waycs,and not in new inuentions, and new 
bypachs. 
But our Religion ts of God which I thus prooe : 
| It waserught by the Prophets and Apoſtles, meſſengers 
of God : the Prophets were ſent by him, 2. Chron. 36. 16. 
2. King. 17.13. ler. 25.4. by whom God ſpake, Heb. 1.1. 
and they taught and wrote, as the holy Ghoſt dire&ed 
them, 2.Per.t.21. 2,7im.3.25. The Apoſtles were ſent of 
God, March. ro.5. Hark. 16.16. Gal.1.1,12.and ſpake,as 
God by his Spiric diretedchem, Aath.ro.20.1h.14. 26. 
*Thele were the publiſhers of our Religion , both in the 
common truthes of our Chriftianity,as allo in the differen- 
ces from our aduerſaries. And for proofe, wee appeale to 
| the Apoſtles and Prophets extant wricings, Our Religion is 
written in thoſe holy Scriptures, the Booke of God, as be- 
fore is proouecd. Ir is propagated and preſerued by ſuch 
meanes, as be ordained of God, of which alſo before. Iris 
receiued, beleeued,confcience made of it, onely by the ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God. Ir bringeth men to the true 
knowledge of God, to belecue onely in God, to worthip 
onely God, onely to honour God,and to be ruled onely at- 
ter the will of God. Its only vpheld and preferued by Gods, 
and not by mans power. This will eafily bee granted, 
if men conſider what weake meanes, in mavs indge- 
men”, hath ſpred it abroad, and brought ir into eſteeme 
with ſuch as profeſſe it crucly, (to wit)onely preaching, pray- 
ing, and conftantly [nffering in mw defence thereof, Al " m_ 
2 [NA 
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236 Looke beyond L,vwutR. Os 
ſmall number, and meanenefle of the perſons for the moſt 
part, which have fromthe dayes of Ietus Chriſt, made pro- | 
teffion thereof; and witholl, the little worldly policy vſcd 
for helpe to ſupport it, Bur on the other ſide, if the enemies 
thereat be well conſidered, who haue continued from the 
beginning ofthe Goſpell, perpetually endeuouring to vn- 
dermine our Religion,cucry one will yeeld it to be the very 
hand of God, that maintaineth jr.. The multitude of them 
out of the Church are infivite ; as Iewes, Gentiles, Saracens, 
Turkes,and a world. of other Infidels.The Heretickes which 
haue rilen vp,and.gone out from thetrue Church, and have 
laboured to ſhake the very foundation of our Chriſtian 
Faith, very many. The Hypocrites and prophane, are too 
many, which profefſing the ſame together with vs, yet-ate 
deadly enemies to theeffeRuall operation thereof, denying 
the powerot it, and deriding ſuch as ftriue to live firialy, 
and would exprefle the lively vertue and force of ir. What 
diuifions, what variety of ſets and ſchiſmes, haue, and doe 
yethinder the growth of our. Religion? And laſtly, theſe 
laſt Enemies of-it, the Papiſts, vnder that Antichriſt of 
Rome; agaivſt whom, if God himſclfe had not fought, and 
ypheld our Religion, they bad ere this, ytterly extinguiſhed 
ir, And who will 'deniethis, that ſcriouſly confidereth our 
ſimplicity, and their. deepe policie ; our roo much di- 
fira&ions, theirftrong. combination ; our ſmall frength, 
their great power z our meane eſtates, their abundance of 
wealth and treaſures; our more then ſupine carelefneſſe, 
their continuall watchfulnefle, and daily endeuours, which 
poſſibly Saran can put into their hearts,to root out our holy 
profeſſion ? as by their cruell Inquiſition, mercileſle perſecu- 
tion, barbarous Maſlacres, horrible Treaſons, vniuſt Inuaſie 
| ons, bloody Warres, the neuer to be forgotten Gunpowder 
plor, killing of Kings, faithleſſe and treacherous dealings, 
playing fattand looſe with vs by lying Equiuocations, and 
mentall Reſcruations,in all couenants, promiſes, and oathes: 
beſides, their ſhameleſle belying our perſons, foule and falſe 
taxing.ys of errors and herefies, imputed to our —_— 
an 


| ard Religion, Liberriniſme, Atheiſme, and other abomina- 
tions ; their flattering of Kings,and ſuggeſlion of falſhoods 
of diſloyalty againſt ſuch, 2s they find beſt-affeed to our 
Religion;their politike framing ot their religion for worldly 
reſpeCts,to euery mans humor, to entangle the ſooner mens 
mindes,to get the more to them; beſides all thoſe helliſh'de- 
uices before meEtioned in the firſt argument,among which is 
the corrupting of Fathers,and the Writings of learned men, 
both old and new, that ſo we might be altogether defticuce 
of all humane teſtimonies to witneſſe with vs,or any helpe of 
man,butto beleft to ſtand (as indeede we do) by the hand 
of God,the only Author of our Faith and Religion, and the 
only bleſſed Preſeruer of the ſame hitherto, before Luther 
was borneg-who now alſo cuen in theſe troubleſome times 
doth keepe it on foot, again{tall the power and policie of 
our enemies, praiſed be his holy namefor euer & cuer, Any. 
If our Adverſaries thinke, that here is all that can be ſaid 
for vs, orthat onely we can thus prooue our Religion, they 
are much deceiued : for much more may be ſaid, and alſo o- 
therwiſe,cuen by Hiſtory,may our Religion,and the Profeſ= 
ſors be ſhewed ar large. This,tor the preſent,is onely to con- 
firme ſuch, as in our Church truely feare God, and make 
conſcience of their wayes:for ſuch dooers of Gods will ſhall 
know,whether this doctrine be of God,or no,1oh.7.17, 
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The Papiſts 


FARTHER HEULPE TO 
ſtay the hone {t-hearred Pro- 


. teſtant from Apo- 
ſtacie. 


== E\-dipoſed Reader,thou haſt an anſwer 
& by {| tothe queſtion, Where our Religion 
was before Luther ? lf yer further they 
7:3) aske thee, Where were the Profeſſors 
{gf thereof alſo before this time? Thou 
£91 mayſtthence ſhape them this anſwee, 

Ry Es Eun wherethe Apoſtles and Apoſto- 
licall n men did reach it, and where Saints profeſſed ir, and 
Martyrs dyed for it, 

Ic is not fo difficult a matter, as they would make the 
world beleeue, to bring forth incuery Age the Profeſſours 
ofthis our Chriſtian Faith. A harder and more impoſſible 
taske is it, for them to prooue from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
who,and where the perſons were, that in euery Age made 
an intire profefſon of every poinr,which now this their pre- 


cannot make a ſent Romiſh Church teacheth and practiſeth. Wee will doe 


truc Caca- 
logue from 
Chrift,of their 
preſcenr Re- 
ligion. 


the former, if they will fairhfully performe this lacrer, 

They hauc ſer our, as they call it, a Catalogue of chiefe 
Paſtors, Generall Councels, and Catholike Profeſſours, of 
which chey much glory,ſeducing therewith the fimple and 
ynaduiſed, They doe begin with Chriſt, then follow they 
on with Saint Perer,and ocher By ſhops of Rome on the one 
fide: on the other, they place the Virgin Mary, Toby Bap- 
£ift, Saint Tohn the Apoltle, with other Apoſiles and Euan- 
geliſts: then they reckon vp Chriſtian Churches, as the Ro- 
mans, Corinthians, Galatians, and che reſt, to whom Saint 

| Paul 


The Authors farther helpe, &c. "IP - 
Paul and Saint Peter wrote; and ſo they runne on along to 
the end, Now this is it, that-thou ſhouldeſt demand of 
them, and pur themto prooue, whether Chrift and his Apo- 
Rles taught, and all the reſt there mentioned, did carne and __ lang, 
practice,all that the Church of Rome now doth? If they can ED s 
ſhew this but in the firſt hundred of yeeres, profeſſe thou to 
bee ſatisfied, and not torequire farther after a continuall ſuc. 
ceſſion inthe Ages following, Preſſe this home to thery, 
ſtand onely vpon this; this is plaine dealing, to begin with 
them were they beginne, And if they will not indeuour to 
ſatisfie thee in this, certainely the Catalogue of the names 
of Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, and the reſt in the Primicue 
Church, are put onely in the forefront to coozen thee, if 
they can. For will they begin it with Chriſt,Sainc Perer, and 
the reſt,and yer not proouc them of their preſent Religion? 
It they can,why doe they it noi? Why doe they ſecke ro pur 
it off ? It they cannot, why claime they theſe, for the Au- 
thors and maintainers of this their preſent Romiſh Religi- 
on ? I ſay, their preſent Ronnſh Religion ; becauſe there is a 
great difference berweene the Religion once at Rome in 
the Apoſtles dayes, andthe Religion of Rome now; that of 
the (harch then, this of the Cornrt andfattion there now, And 
here I pray thee well vndcrſtaud this one thing, ro wit, what 
they meane by their Religion,as wealio doe by onr R- Higiog; 
weeneither ſide rooke it ovly for chat wherein we bath do 
agree, bur chiefely becauſe of the diſtinct differences tnete- 
ot either fromthe other:this obſerue,thar thcu mayſt not be 
deceived by the Catalogue, And the better co cleare thy 
indgement therein, let them ſhew thee, tha: Ie 'ns Corift, Wh 
thac alſo his Apoſtles, with thereſt, in the fit} undred of be ONT 
yeeres,taught not only that, wherein we ana ti:ey doc agree jnt1:er Cata- 
(for ſo chey gaine nothing themſelues, but the Catalogue lopue trom 
therein ſerues for vs, aſwell as for them )) but allo thatit.ey Eb':ſtzthey 
taught and oblerued all their now preſent differences from Pars, 
vs : as for example, let them ſhew that then was tau! 4 co 
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ſhip them, to adore the Virgin Mary, as our Lady, and the 
Queene of Heauen : alſo to pray ynto other Saints and An- 
els, and to adore their Images and Reliques. 

11. To hold the Scriptures to be imperfeC and obſcure, 
that the Apocryphall bookes were of diuine Authority, the 
Latine Tranſlation was to be authenticall, that Traditions 
were to be added to perfit the Scriptures, concerning neceſ- 
ſary matters of ſaluation ; that the authoritie of the hol 
Scriptures doth depend vypon the authoritie of the Church; 
that they are not to bee made ſo free,as to bee read and ſtu- 
died of all without licence. 

I 1I. To hold ſeuen Sacraments,that Baptiſme is to bee 
adminiftred with hallowed Water, with Chryſme,Salt,Spit- 
tle,Coniuring, and other devices, ; 

I V.To beleeue,that the Prieft may recciue the Sacrament 
alone,and yet many other Chriſtians to bethere preſentiloo.. 
king on : that the Bread without the Cup, is to be giuen to 
the people: that after the words of conſecration,the Bread is 
turned into the very naturall body of Chriſt, the accidents 
of Bread and wine onely remainivg, but nor the ſubſtance: 
that itis to be adored and prayed vnto, and to be carried a- 
bout in proceſſion : thatit is ro bee adminiſtred with ſuch 
variety of garments,alterations of geſtures, and change of 
voice : that it is a propitiatory ſacrifice tor the quicke and 
the dead. 

V. To makeprayer, to adminiſter the Sacraments,and to 
ſay all divine feruice in an vaknowne Tongue:ts ſay the 
Creede among(t Prayers, the Awe Hary as a prayer, with 
the Pater nofter ypon Beads with Crofles, and thar to a cer- 
raine number, repeating the Axe ary forty times, and the 
Pater noſter foure times, with a Creeae at the end : that ma- 
ny thus praying; though they vaderftand not the words 
which they vtter, yet hauing a good intent,they doe a work 
pleaſing tro God, 

V1. Tohold the Church of Rome to be the Mother. 


-Church, the onely One, Holy, Catholicke, and Apoſtolike 
Church ; that it could not erte, and that all which ſhonld 


not 


the honeſt-hearted Proteſtant from Apoſtacie. 41 
not belieue euer,as it beleeuerh, ſhould not be held for ſound 
Chrittians, and ſuch as ſhould nor ſubmit to her authoritie, 
to beheld Heretikes, | | 

V II. To hold the Pope of Rome to bee Chriſts Vicar, 
and Peters ſucceſſour: that all ſhould depend ypon him, as 
ypon their Head : that hee as Pope cannot etre + Cathedra: 

' that to him, as of right, belongeth the ſpirituall and tempo- 
rall iuriſdi&ion, and ſo hath authoritie ro make Lawes, to 
bind conſcience, to depoſe Kings, and to diſpoſe of their 

Kingdomes:that he and his Clergic are exempr from the au- 

thoritie of Secular power. | 
V 1 I I.To hold feuen degrees of Priefthood:that there are 
facrificing Prieſts,in the time of the Goſpell : that all the 

Clergie aretoliuc a finglelife, ' 

IX. Toſetvp high and worldly dignities in the Church, 

- as Kingly Cardinals, Prince-like vopreaching Prelates and 
 Paftors over Congregations, not ablero teach them : to al- 
low infinite Orders of Monkes, Friers and Nunnes. 

X.To belceue,that thereis a Limbus Patrum, a Limbas 
Infantium, and aplace called Pu _ 

In their Catalogue they are to bring Chriſt,his Apoſiles, 

_ andall the reft therein named,for teachers and profefſours of 
rheſe things, and the like, elſe are they not to be reputed of 
this their preſent Religion. 

Vrge them(friendly Reader)vnto the proofe of theſe par- 
ticulac differences;till then, keepe thy right ſtanding, and be 
not mooued with a ſhew of names. 

In che meane ſpace,that thou mayeſt be well afſured, that Proteſtants are 
thou art a true member of the Catholike Church of Chriſt, f the Catho. 
though no Romane Catholike haue recourſe vnto thy Bap- ogy 

tiſme, and che Couenant which God made with thee, and rqunifts. 
thou with him therein: Aske them ( when any of them go- _ 
eth about co ſeduce thee) whether they thinke, that thou 
haſt receineFtrrue Bapriſme? If they ſay, Yea, (as they can- 
not anſwere truely otherwiſe, though wee were baptized of 
very condemned Heretikes,as the Trent Councel decreeth) 7#Car.3.de 
then demand of them againe, Wherher true Baptiſme doth ** 
| G admit 


hs 43 The Authors farther hehe rſtay ; 


WH - 


admit the baptized intothe true Church of God, orno? If 


' ir doe, know of them, that then being thereby received in- 


Parti. 1T. Art »9, 
cap-10.9.8. 
What forts are 
ovr of the 
Church. 


ro the true Church, why thou and wee ſo baptized, ſhould 
not ſtill beof it in their account ?Will them to ſhew, what 
we teach and belecue, differing from them, that hath diſan- 
nulled our Couenant with God, and how we come to bee 
our of the Church? | = 
The Romane Catechiſme (which with them is of great 
authoritie) relleth ys, that men are out of the Church, as /»- 
fidels, which neuer werein it; Heretikes, Schiſmatikes, and 
Excommunicated preſons, once df it; whereto may be added, 
ſuch as be Apoſtates, wholly renouncing Chrift. Taking 
this for granted, that theſe be all, and then that we benone 
of theſe, it muſt needs follow, that we arethrough Bapriſme 
et inthe true Church. = 
I hope, our Aduerſaries will not fay, that we be either of 
the firſt, or laſt ſort : let them cleare vs of that, and we will. 


well enough acquit our ſelues of the reft. 


Proteſtants no 
-Heretikes, 


I. We arenct (though they ſo call vs commonly) Heres. 
tikes :If they pleaſe, ler the Catholike WHoderator plead for 


his booke of VS; Or letthem beleeuetheir owne moderate Anſwerer (to 
ar atomrnng whom my-L. of Couentry and Lichfield maketh reply)who 


Part.1 Art.9. 
$4P.10.49.1T.. 


Proteſtants 
hold no impi- 
"ou$S opinions . 
condemned 


fox herefie, 


faith, that he ſuppoſeth, that no one particular learned Ca- 
tholike in this Kingdome,doth or will defend this opinion, 
That Proteſtants are Heretihes, and excommunicate, If theſe 
on their fide will nor be ſufficient to cleare vs, letys learne 
from them, what an Heretike is, and fo cleare our {clues 
thereby. e-4 Herettke(ſaith the Romane Catechiſme) # he - 
which negleFing the (hurches authoritie, doth maintaine im- 


\ pions opinions obſtinately. By this we cannot. beproued to be 


Heretikes, this cannot agree to vs. 
For firſt, we may demand, What impious.opinions either - 
afficmariue, or negatiue, do we hold, which they can-iuſtly. 


' taxe vs of ? Letthem inſtance what pleaſeth them, and then 


prooue the ſame to be Herefie : firſt, by plaine and pregnant - 


- places of holy Scripture, which may convince the conſci- . 


ence of indiffexetmen,Secondly,by generall Councels,or by 
| any . 


the honeffl-hearted Proteſtant from Apoſtacie. 43 
any one generall Councell within 600.yeeres afcer Chrifl(in 
which ſpace were moſt famous & renowned Councels)thar 
hath condemned any maine doQrine of our Faith for here- 
fie. Thirdly, by the voanimous conſent, and generall yoyce 
of the Greeke and Latine Fathers, for that ſpace condem- 
ning the ſame for herefie, and for an impious opinion, Lec 
chem, ifchey bee able,ſhew, firſt, iwov faith, that we hold 
any thing, »gainſt any Article of our Creed, which is the 
ſumme of our beliefe, Secondly, in owr Prayers, anything 
againſtthe pacterne ofallcrue prayers, commonly called, 
The Lords Prayer, Thirdly, 5» our dedes,whjch we teach to 
be done, or bid to be left vndone, any thing againſt any of 
the Commandements in the Decalogue, therule of our 0+ 
bedience. If they can thus fairely and cuidently proceede, 
chey ſhould _ well ſo to conuince vs. : 

Secondly,if any impious opinions could be found among p | 
vs, it muſt 4 at whether they be broched by _ et mn 
uate perſons, or tenents held of the Churchin her publike ofobſtinacy. 
Records : If the former, then are they not the Churches; if 
che Church ſhould hold any ſuch, how can they proue, that 
ſhe maintaineth them obftinately? For obſtinacy is not to 
be imputed vntovs, till all lawfullgood, and ſufficient 
meanes haue been yſcd to conuince our judgement, and the 
fame alſo by ſuch, as haue lawfull and full authoritie to 
iudge and determine thereof, Bur hitherto this hath not | 
been done, neither can it be, butby alawfull and free gene- g,. 1. 19:n 0 
rall Councell, which the Conuenticle of Trent was not : till ;j« orthe 
then we are not to be condemned of obſtinacie, and ſo as Councell of 
yetno Heretikes. Trent. 

Thirdly, we neither haue neglected, nor yet doe negle&t a ay - 
the crue Catholike Churches authority, into which weare ys 4 2: . 
receiued by Baptiſme. For we very willingly defire to heare re C atholike 
her ſentence : bur where can that bee, except in a generall Church. 
Councels determination ? therein to heare the Catholike 
Church ſpeaking to vs from the Scriptures, we greatly long 
for, we readily ſubmit vnto. Ler her thus ſpeak, that we may 
know her Iudgement, and we will hearken thereynto. 
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Proteſtants are 
no Schiſma- 
_ likes, 


44- The Authors farther helpe fo flag 


| Asforthe Church of Romes authoritie, wee doe not ac- 
knowledgeit ouer vs, becauſe icis nor, nor euer was in ber 
belt eſtate, the Catholike Church, bur onely a particular 
Church, which now alſo is 3 party queſtioned. And therfore 
her authoritie for her ſelfe againſt vs, is no more of vs to be 
regarded,then by them our Churches authority for her ſelfe 
againſt them. Seeing then that by their definition, wee are 
not conuinced of Herelfie, wee are not out of the Church as 
Heretikes. 
11. .Not as Schiſmatihes. For albeit wee haue now depar- 
ted from this Romiſh Church,yet are we.no Schilinatikes, 
Firſt, for that we keepe communion with the Catholike 
Church,into which we by Baptiſme were admitted, which 
is the body of Chrift,and weetruly members thereofin faith- 


' and loue,through the work of Gods Spirit, being built ypon 


#ph-3.20, 


the foundation of the Apoſiles and Prophets, Ieſus Chriſt. 
himſelfe being the Corner-ſtone, 

Secondly, becauſe this Church of Rome hath falne from. 
the faith and obedience commended by S.Pazl,to be inthe 
Church at Rome in his time,as appearerh in many particu- 
lars before named,which the Church firſt planted at Rome, 
neuer taught,neuer belecued,nor praiſed. Therefore are 
we no Schiſmatikes for leaving her in thoſe things, wherein 
ſhee hath left the true and Apoſtolike Church at the begin- 
Ning, | 
Tvirdly, for that we doe not breake off from her ſimply, 
but in ſome reſpeR, that is, as farre foorth as ſhe hath forſa- 
ken her former ſelfe; fo thatif ſhee would returne to the 
Catholike Faith and Rcligion, and forſake her Trenriſme, 
Teſaitiſme, and Popery,the inventions of her owne, added to 
that which firſt ſhe did profefſe, wee want not charity to- 
wards her, to vnite our ſ{clues vnto her againe, For other- 


| Wiſe, neither our true love to God, nor true. loue to his 


Church, will ſuffer vs to line with her, ſo defiled as ſhe is, in 
the ſpirituall bond of ſacred love, which knits the true 
members of Chriſt one to another. Heauenly charity,which 
maketh this yaitic, admirteth nut of ſuch things into the. 

vnity , 
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ynity of faith, as be taught and praQtiſed in that Church, both 
finfull againſt God, and pernicious to mens ſoules, yea,vtter ce- 
ſtruction to them, without hearty repentance, 

Fourthly, we hauc a warrant, yea,a commandement from God, gs mn 
to ſeparate our ſelues frem her, for that ſhe is become the great dich. prone 
Whore, and fpirituall Babyloo, Rexc/.18.4 This charge of God her the great 
freeth vs from Schiſme : for there is no ſinne, no Schiſtne, in Whore, Baby. 
that which God commandeth to be done, - - lon,and tae 

Fiftly, we by leauing this Romiſh Church,doe not deuide our __ pens 
ſelues from thetrue, Catholike and Apoſtolike Charch, but by genie Purng 
this ſeparation doe we indeed returneto the vnity of ir, and to things, 
our firſt bleſſed eſtate therein, when firft the Goſpell was here 
planted in this Iland by Apoſtles, or Apoſtolicall men, which 
came hither, not from Rome, but from Ieruſalem, our Mother 
Church, where the Lord and his blefied Apofllles firſt began tro 
reach, and ere a Church, which is the Church we returne vn- 
ro indoQtrine and worſhip of God: from which Holy, Catho- 
like,and Apoſtolike Church, wee were drawne by the yſurping 
and tyrannicall power and iuriſdition of the Pope and his fa- 
ion and the generall backſliding of this his Church. So as this 
which they call Schiſme, isno Schiſmein vs, but a forſaking of 
ſ{chiſme in them,and is onely a returning vnto, and a recouery of 
our ſelues againe to our former vnion with Chrifts true Church, 
beginning at Teruſalem,and planted here many hundred yeeres, -Mf 
before the Monke Azſtizecuer came into Eogland. ml 

Sixtly, They are properly called Schiſmatickes (faith Aquinas) Fn ſumma part; * 
which of their owne accord and will, ſeparate themſelnes from the *-©*P. 39.4e 
vmity of the Church. 1t this be true,in the judgement of this their Cen a 
owne ſo greatly honoured Doctor, then certainely wee areno - 
Schiſmatikes. | 

Firſt, of our owne accord and will we makenot a ſeparation, _ 
bur are inforced therto by the power of Gods commandementr, 
to come out of this -Babylon, to auoyde her finnes, to eſcape Reuel.1 8.4, 
thereby her puniſhments. She her ſelfe hath cauſed diuiſon, and = 
offences, contrary to the doQrine which ſhe once receiued, as See for theſe, 
the Epiſtles of Saint Parland S$, Peter, doe in many particulars oo Te _— 
witnefle againſt her, The Apoflle S. Pau/cherefore wils ys ra 4 _ laſh ; 
auoyde her, and ſuch as cauſe _— and offences, contrary to Edition, 

I 3 the 
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the Apoſiles doQtrine, Rom. 16.17. It may ſcemefromhence, 
that a fation begun euen then among you, 

Secondly, we doe not ſeparate from the Charch, that is, from - 
the vniuerſall Catholike Church, bur from a { harch, that is, the 
particular Church of Rome : tor Themas doth not ſay, Hee is a 
Schiſmatike, which ſepar ateth from any Chorch,but from the 
vnity of the Church,to wit, the Church vniuerſall, which is bur 
one. For indeed, no reaſon can bee giuen, why any ſhould de- 
uide themſclues from the true Catholike Church:but good rea- 
ſons may be giuen, why a particular Church may be,and ought 
to be forſaken ; as wee doe giue, for our departing from the 
Church of Rome: for we are commanded to forſake Idolaters 
1.Cor.z.11.Heretickes,7#.3.10.ſuch as bring not the doctrine 
of Chriſt,and doe nor abide therein, 2, Toh. 10. and herthat is 
called Babylon, Renel 18.4. : 

Thirdly, before wee can be Schiſmatikes, wee muſt forſake 
the vnity of the Church. Now wherein ſtands this vnity? Stan- 
deth it only in affeRion of loue, or alſo in the faith of the truth? 
For both theſe graces the on Es commendeth the Churches, 
Eph.1.15.2.Theſ.1.3. and faith. js preferred to the firſt placein 

| \  bothScriptures, Wee hauenor forſaken the vnity of the Faith, 
 V of which S. Paulſpeakes, Ephe,q. 1 3.For wee teach the doctrine 
a ofthe Apoſtles, and no other in any thing, when we differ from 
So this whe Ao Church of Rome, which hath loſt her firſt faith, of 
truth in many things. Now, can true diuine loue be there kepr, 
where faith is loft ? or can there be charitie to vnite, where do- 
Qrine doth devide? Can light and darkeneſſe, truth and falſe- 
hood cohabite in loue ? Truth and loue onely dwell rogether ; 
- and for truths ſake, love ſeparateth from falſhood, whereſoeuer 
ſheefinds it, And therefore except they can proue,that we haue 
loſtthe vnity of faith, wee haue nor forſaken the ynity of the 
Church in loue, as the former reaſons ſhew, 
| To conclude, were the Prieſts and Leuites Schiſmatikes, 
2.Ch.11, 13,14 which left the peopleof Iirael, once the people of God in Da- 
#ids and Salomons dayes,and many hundred yceres before,when 
Idolatry,ynder pretence to worſhip no falſe, but thetrue God, 
was ſer yp,and they not ſuffered then to do their office vnto the 
Lord,as their office required? If they were nor, no more are a 
| | or 
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For why doe we forſake the Romiſh Church ?Is it not, becauſe 
ſhe hath ſer vp a new manner of ſeruice ynto God, new kinds of 
Priefts,now Holy-dayes,new Sacraments, new orders,and will 
| notpermit the Lords Seruants-and Miniſters to do their Offices 
ynto the Lord as he bath by his written Word preſcribed ? 
Therefore ſeeing we are not guilty of Schiſme, we are not as 5 
Schiſmarikes out of the Church, into which by Baptiſme, wee | 
are receiued. Y 
ITI. Not as excommunicateperſons, For if we be neither He- p,,tcgans 
retikes, nor Schiſmatikes, vpen what other ground will they notexcommu- 
iudge vs to be proceeded againft ? There are other caules, for nicate perſons, 
which men are excommunicate : bur in this queſtion our aduer- 
faries cannot plead any ſuch, Againe, I aske, if wee bee excom- 
municate, who hath pronounced the ſentence?Is it theRomiſh 
Church ? By what authority ? Their Church is nor the Catho- 
like Church,bur onely a particular,as ours is,and it is by vs que- 
ſtioned,and therefore in reaſon ircannot be both a Party accu- 
ſed, and alſo a Iudge againſt vs in her owne cauſe, Thirdly, wee 
. do appeale from her vorighteous iudgemenr, to a lawfull gene- 
rall Councell, where,vpon earth, our cauſe is onely to be heard 
and decided lawfully. Till which time, wee ( for any cenſure of 
this Church of Rome) doe remaine in the true Church, into 
which by Baptiſme we are admitted; out of which, as yer, we —— 
are not lawfully iudged to bee, by any lawfull and ſupreme au- £ OY 
thoritygaseither Heretickes,Schiſmarikes,or as excommunicate WIR 
perſons, 
Therefore(Chriſtian-harted Reader)thou that art a member EE 
of the Church of England, though thou beeſt no Romaniſt, af- 4 
ſure thy ſoule,that thou art of that Church, which is vndoub- 
tedly a member of the True, Ancient,Catholike,and Apoſtolike 
Church,in which abiding, thou maieſt, through the merits of 
thy bleſſed Sauiour, obtaine erernall life, if thou ſo beleeving 
doeſtdemeane thy ſelfe, as it becommeth a good Chriſtian, and 
a Proteſtantin earneſt, 
Ad for thine owne more certaine aſſurance and ſtable abi- How a man 
ding, let me aduiſe thee to a few things. Haue a care to keepe muſt be qual 


thy Couenant inthy Baptiſme, that thou maiſt bee better per- fied, which will [{ 3] 
continuc iathe $138 
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ſwaded, that God keepes his with thee, and ſo to bee one of his [| 1, 
in. 
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| in thetrue Church. Labour to feare God, for it is the beginning 
Prou.r. of wiſdome, and the ſecrets of the Lord are with ſuch as feare 
him, 2nd he will ſhew them his couenant, P/a/.25.14 Haue ever 
a loue of the truth, and God will not giue thee ouer to beleeue 
2 Theſ.2.10, lyes : for this is a iudgement befalling (uch as loue not the truth, 
1112. beleeuc ir not, bur take pleaſure in vnrighteouſneſſe. Be a doer 
lokn, 7a7 of the Word, and thou thalt know the doCtrine, whether it bee 
of God, or no.Beware of affeed ignorance, and carelefle neg. 
let of knowledge, bur vſe the meanes appointed to atcaine yn=- 
toit. Exerciſc thy ſelfe much in prayer, beg of God wiſdome, 
Iam.r.5. and he will giue it thee; his Spitic,and he will vouchſafe it thee; 
| .Tukiitz. pray againſt ſedition, and God will keepe thee ; frequent the 
company of ſuch as haue knowledge, the feare of God before 
them,the loue of the truth in them, and make conſcience of their 
waies. Aske aduice of faithfull Teachers,liſten not to falſe Tea- 
chers, feare to be ſeduced, | | 7 : 
By whathelpes And further, that thou mayſt both defend the truth, and alſo 


to oppole the he able according to thy meaſure receiucd, to reſiſt the aduer= 
- aducrſarics. "EEO 
3 


Plaine Scrip- | 
ion, TY I. Learne carefully the truths of God,necefſary toſaluation, 


Aug. l.2.de, ſer downe in holy Scriptures, Such truths are very manifeſtly 
. 09h and plainely delivered, either in expreſſe rermes, or by an vn- 
Chryſof.3. bow. Joubted conſequent drawne fromthence; and all ſuch necefla- 


m 2.Theſ. ; ; 
| Lib.4.deverbs TY points as concerneall, are written in the Scriptures, as their 
| Dei non ſcripts, Bellarmine confeſſeth. 

| Cap.11e With theſe Scriptures acquaint thy ſelfe, and being an ordi- 

| nary Chriſtian, doe not trouble thy ſelfe abour obſcure places : 

+ for plaine and eafie places will be (ufficientro confirme thy faith 
—— in any thing neceſlary for thee, to belecue and practiſe in the 


 Thepartsof 11. Be well grounded in the Catechiſme, rhe parts whereof 
| the Care. are the Creed, the Lords Prayer, the Decalogue, and the dottrine 
chilme, of the Sacraments: for theſe are the compendium, or ſhort ſumme 

| of all Chriſtianity. Theſe well vnderſtood, will furniſh thee 

with reaſons to withſtand ſeducers, There is not any thing of 
which they (hall ſpeake, but the ſame may be brought to ſome 
headin Catechiſme, as cither concerning Faith, and fo referred 
to the Creed, or concerning Praier,and ſo referred ro the Lords 


Prayer, 


"> way of {a]uation, 
F 
| 
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Prayer,or concerning obedience, and ſo referred tothe Deca- 
logue,or tenne Commandements, or elſe touching the Sacra- 
.ments, the Seales of our Faith, 

I I, Adde totheſe, certaine confiderations, by which thou Nine conſid» 
mayeſt defend the truth, & ouerthrow falſhood,as the common 7ations. 
law of Nature, common reaſon, right vſe of ſenſes,comon expe- 
rience, common equity,common charity, common honeſty, the 
witnes of knowne Martyrs; whereto adde the corruption of our 
nature, allowing or diſliking of any thing.By the plain euidence 
of Scripture,by the Catechiſme, 8 by thele conſiderations,mayſt 
thou trie all things, which be neceſſary for thee ro ſtand ypon. 

Ifaſeducer come to thee, and that hee will needs deale with Obſerue two , 
thee, obſerue two things;firſt,not to regard what he ſaith;ifir be #17857 the 

: : aduerſarics 
not abour neceſſary points.Secondly,tce rhat his confirmation, g..1ine with 
or confutation, be onely by either ſome, or all theſe three afore- thee. 
named;to wir, plaine Scriptures, the parts of the Catechiſine, 
and thoſe c6fiderations, from whence if he cannot proue his al= ,, 
ſertions,belicue him nor. Ithe begin to tel thee of Councels,anci- Threehings 
ent Fathers,and the (hurches cuſtome in all Ages : anſwere him, beyond ordi- 
firſt, that the three former are knowne to thee, the Bible comon Nay mers ca- 
at hand, the Catechiſme in thy remembrance, andthe confi. FÞci"i© wo 
deration of {uch as are without difficultie ; bur as for theſe three heed chrevieg 
laſt, great reading,and learning, and knowledge in Hiſtory,are nor deceined Fi 
required to vnderftand them well, and co cite them truely.They bx bi 
are for the beſt learned of the world,and not for any of the com- 
mon ſort : ordinarie men cannot iudge aright by them, neither 
will any ſuch preſume,to thinke ſuch ability to bee in them, if 
they would takenotice of divers things concerning Councels, —_ 
Fathers,and the Churches cuſtome. = 

]. Touching Councels, they mult know, that they are not Ordinary men ® 
onely ſubic& to error, but alſo haue erred ; that they have con. cannor iudge 
tradiRted one another: that ſome of them haue bin carried by a of (-ouncels, 
ſtrong faction:that ancient Fathers would notreſt ever vpon th ORR 

g ponthe 
ſole authority of Councels:that Papiſts chemlelues, thogh they 
pretend them, yet doe not wholyreſigne their judgement vnro 
them: that there are ſome counterfeit and forged Councels,and 
counterfeite Canons added tothe trus Councels. Can an ordi- 
nary man then judge of theſe things? And ifhe cannot, let him 
not be deceived by pretence of _ 


© 


Not of rhe 21- 


*  Jevation of 


Fathers,and 
way ? 


Not of the al- 
legation of 
the Churches 
cuſtome, and 
why 7 
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T1. Touching the ancient Fathers, this they muſt know,that 
they are found to be of viffering opinions, and had contentions 
among theinſelues:;that they held nor their own judgements in= 
fallible,no: ſubmitted to one another otherwiſe, t).T men god- 
ly and learned do now, but onely as by good reafon and athori= 
ty they were ouercome:that they haue erred; & this is acknow- 
ledged by moſt learned men on both ſids:that our adu-rſaries of 
the greateſt note, do often ſhake off chejr authority, when they 
are againſt them:that of the Fachers writings, ſome are doubted 
of, ſome arccorrupted, and many countertcits are put out ypder 
their names:chat the iudgment of all the Fathers cannot be had 
for all our controuerfies, Theſe things being fo, how idle is ir 
then for ordinary men to betalking of Fathers, of the opinion 
of all che Fathers, or for any ſuch men to be carried away with 
ſuch a ſound, which is not poſſible for them to ynderſtand,ſee- 
ingour aduerſaries alleadge them for their ſclues,and wee more 
truely for our ſclues? 

I11. Concerning the Churches cultome and path in euerie 
age, let them conſider, that this is my yncertaine, Hiſtorians 
hauenor alwaies in euery relation bin found faithfull : that eue- 
rie Age hath-not had. in it ſuch as haue truely written of the 
Church : that a man may ſpend. his whole life, in ſeeking our 
the whole Churches courſe, and yet not beable to find ir our, I 
ſuppoſe, I erre nor, if I ſay,that all men now liuing,cannot do it 
exaQly in euery Age, And therefore its bur a gulling flouriſh of 
our aduerſaries, to boaſt of rhe whole (hurchin exery Age, and 
yet withall, ſo boaſting frauduleatly romeane their owne par- 
ticular Romane Church, 

By alleagingthen theſe arguments,to wit, Councels, Fathers, 
and the generall cuRome of the whole Church, the conſcience 
of an ordinary Chriſtian cannot bee throughly ſatisfied, his 
knowledge cannot herein bee: certaine to-conuince his-iudge- 
menrt,theſe are beyond his reach and capacity. Be aduiled there- 
fore not to be drawnewith theſe reaſons, which are to thee ſo 
yncertaine, but reſt ypon the other which bee plaine and eaſie, 
within thy capacity,8& certain vnto thee;by which thou mayf}, 
through Gods helpe, maintaine that which thou profeſleR, 
and confure the aduerſaries vntruths, or at leaſt, gather thence 
fuch ſtrevgth,as they ſha]l. not eaſily draw thee to belecue them: 


as for inftance,in ſome particulars I wilt ſhe chee, They : 
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They ſay, that the Pope is the Head of the Catholike Church, Apainſt the 
There is no plaine Scripture for this. We finde Telus Chriſt to Popes hicad. 
be called the head of the Church, but no other,Its no Article of ſhip. ' 
our Creed; therefore thou artnet bound to beleeue it, But 1 
' addethis, that what wee belceue, is inuifible, Heb, t 1.1.and not 
ſeene, 2.Cor.5.7, If therefore the Pope be the Head, there muſt 
| beeavilible head,of an inuiſible body. Againe, the bead imme- 

diately giues life,motion,and direQion to its true body, which 
the Pope cannot doeto Chrifts Church. Irs alſo ynreaſonable 
tothinke, two heads to be for one body; whether one beſides 
another,or one ynder another, it is a monſtrouſfity, Common 
experienceteſtifieth againſt the Popes inabilitie toperforme the 
true office of the true Head to Gods Church, wh 

They ſay, that he cannot erre, Let it bee taken inthe beſt ſenſe 1 ing his 
they can conceiue ir,there is no plaine Scripture which giueth vnerring 
this to any one particular perſon. Its no Article of our Creed to ſpirit. 
beleeue it, experience hath found him to haue erred foully. 

They ſay, that after the words of (onſecration, the bread is tur. Againſttran- 
ned into the very body of Chriſt, aud the wine into his blood, ſo as Te. bſtantiation. 
ſus Chriſt is there cerporally,as he was borne of the Virgin Mary un- 
der the accidents of bread and wine, In holy Scripture there is no 
ſuch thing taught,there is a ſacramental phraſe, This rs my body ; 
and the li vied in the Sacraments of the old Teſtament, Thss rs 
my Conenant,Ge.17.10.Ths i the Lords, Paſſeoner, Exo, 12.11. 
The Rockwas (briſt,t.Cor.10.4.but yetno turning one ſubſtice | 
into another, The Creed teacherh vs to belicuehimto bein hea= Wil: 2 
uen, and thence to expect his comming, when he ſhall appeare **"'Þ 
to iudge the quick and the dead, This tranſubſtantiation there- 
fore is no part of our Faith, . Its againſt reaſon, for atrue body, 
and continued quantity, to be in two places, yea, ina thouſand 
mouthes at once, The Angels reaſon ynto Mary, Marth. 28. 6. 
confuteth this grofle opinion;for he ſaid toher, whenſhe with 
_ the other Mary came to ſeeke Chriſt; Hee # not here, for hee 5; 
riſen : that is, Heisnot in this place, becauſe hee is elſe. where 
in another, If Chriſt could haue been in two places at once, the 
Angels argument hath been of no force ; remember that this is 
an Angell-rcaſon, which knew well how to reaſon truly, This 
opinion is againſt our ſences, we ſee not, feele not, nor taſte not 
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Ach and blood. Now God neuer deluded mans fences, when- 
ſocuer he turned one ſubſtance into another : Aoſes ſtaffe was 
made a Serpent, duſt was Lice, the water blood,and water was 
wine,& all theſe ſenſible.No Scripture, nor any other approued 
teſtimony can be produced, to ſhew vndovubredly the contrary, 
Yea, this is certaine,that the true body of Chriſt is diſcernable 
by ſenſets be atrue body whereſoeuer it is; therefore when the 
Diſciples doubted at his ſudden appearing, he ſaid, /r is I my /elfe. 
And.toprooue this, he willeth them to vie their ſenſes, ſaying, 
Handle me, and ſee; that ſo they might diſcerne his true body, 
fleſh and bones: and ſo might it be in the Sacraments, if indeed 
and truth he were there corporally.It hath bin witneſſed againſt 
by the blood of many Martyrs:but where be ſo many in defence 
of our aduerſaries grofſe opinion ? Which of them have cuer hi- 
therto, or dare to ſuffer for this their opinion,as ours have done 
Theeuillof againſt it? This opinion of our aduerfaries is to bedetefted for, 
|, thedodtrine of ; 1}, 11 (hood therof;2.for the groſle idolatry comitred through 
E --» ak it,cuena piece of bread adored for Almighty Icſus Chriſt him- 
8 £ ſelfe;3.for the bloody cruelty, which for the vpholding of it, hath 
bin done with furious rage vpon the bodies of Gods Saints, be- 
cauſe they would not beleeue this falſe doctrine, nor comit this 
abominable idolatry. 4.All ſuch as thus beleeue, fin not only in 
the a&t damnably(for Idolaters periſh euerlaſtingly, Rexe.21.8) 
bur alſo irrepentably, becavſe they be perſwaded,that in ſo bes 
leeuing, and worſhipping,they doe not only not fin, bur doe a 
moſt excellent worke, and meritorious ſeruice ro God, 
Againſt Pur- Theyteach, that there ts a Purgatorie, aplace of torment, In holy 
 gatorie, Scriptures we finde plainely, Heauen, Earth, Hell,& Sea; but no 
| | plaine name of. Purgatory, nor Limbus Patrum, nor Limbus 
Infantia. In the Decalogue wee find Heauen, Earth, and Waters 
vnder the Earth;and in the Lords Prayer, Heauen,and Earth; in 
the Creed, Heauen, Earth and Hell ; but none of the other deuj- 
ſed & faigned places. This Purgatory for ſatisfaction is againſt 
common equity : for they ſay, the fin is pardoned by Chriſt : 
| and can then in equity the party bee puniſhed ? A Creditor for- 
Againſt Ima. Biues freely to a man all his debt : can he then with equity after 
ges,and their Jay him in Gaole co make = ſatisfaRtion for the ſame ? 
worth. Theyſay, that Images may be ſet vp tobe adored, The Scriptures 
| : | are. 


the honeſt-hearted Proteſtant from Apoſtacie. +53 
are plaine againſt them, Dext.4.15,19.Eſay 40.18, As 17.20. 
Rem.1.23.The ſecond Commandement in the Decalogue, for- 
bids them, which our aduerſaries hid from the people in their 
yulgar Catechiſmes. Our corrupt nature is apr to theſe things, 
| and therefore the lefſe to be liked of. 

They teach to pray vnto the Virgin Mary,to Saints and Angels, R$? int pray- } 
The Scriptures affoord no precepr tor this, nor any cuident cx. 9859 Paints, 
ample: prayers there are taught to be made vnto God : Angels 
arc notto be worſhipped, Co/.2.18, Renel.19, 10. & 22.9, The 
Lords Prayer, the perfect rule of prayer, teacheth vs to pray to Marth.s. 
God our Father in heauen, whenſoeuer we pray:now,can we ſay | 
to the Virgin /ary,to Saint,or Angell, Our Fatherwhich art 1 
Heaney?Can we pray to any of them,and ſay, Thy Name be hal- 
lowed,thy Kingdome come,thy will be donein Earth, as it is in 
heaue?Can we pray any one of the, to giue vs daily bread,to for- 
oivevs our fins,to deliver vs fro euill?Can we aſcribe to any one 
of them,and ſay, Thine is Kingdome,po wer and glory for cuer? 

Yer this prayer warrants vs, that to whom in Heauen we: pray, 

to him may we ſay al! this:bur ifnot to the Virgin AZary,not to 
Saint,nor Angell,then may we not pray to them by any warrant 

of this prayer.Our Creedteachethvs to belicue in none, but God +» 
the Father,Son, and holy Ghoſt.Now the Scripture plainely tel- | Was 
leth ys,that we cannot pray to any, bur in whom we belceue, WIKI. 
Rom.10.14-Therfore then not to the Virgin ary, nor to Sainr, | 
nor Angell, becauſe we are notto beleeue in them, Ji 

They tell thee, that thou muſt beleene the Romane (atholike Againit the WM 
Church,and to bealſo a member thereof ,clſe thou canſt aot be ſaued, Romaniſts, } 
The- Scriptures tell vs plainely, that God added ro the Church condewning 111 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, As.2.47. butnot a word there of the wr arm... ty 
Romane Church, In our Creed, wee are taught to belecue the Church, Ji 
Catholike Church, and that we be members of ic, butto bee of | 
any Romane Cathoi:ke Churchzisno Article of our Creed. Be-' 
fides,the ſpeech is abſurd,and iris againſt reaſon, to call a parti- 
cular Church the genera)l, or the generall a' particular, as the 
Church of Rome in the beſt eſtace of it never was other, And 
can the obie& of faith- be the obicCt of bght,as it is the obie&t 
of fairh?Now we beleeue the Carholike Church, but the Papifts . 
tell vs, that their Church is cuer vifible to the eye, This alſo + 
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The Ambors farther helpe to flay 
which they (ay, is againſt common charity : tor muſt all out of 


the Church of Rome,be without hope of ſaluacion?In the plan. 
ting of the Goſpel},there was a Church at Teruſalem,before an 


at Rome, and many Churches planted by Saint Pa#s/,which ne- 


ucr had dependance ypon the Church of Rome;many Churches 
inthe Eaſt, and other parts of the World, which are not within 
the Romane juriſdiction, nor doe not acknowledge it ; muſt 
needs all theſe be without ſaluation, becauſe the Romance Pope 
is not domineering ouerthem? Now God forbid. : 

They will tell thee,that thou muſt be able to ſhew thy Chnrch,and 
the profeſſors thereof in enery age, elſe thou art not of the true 
Charch,But the holy Scriptures neuer bound any to ſucha task, 
neither Chriſt, nor his Apoffles in all the new Teſtament euer 
charged any Chriſtian Church,much leſſe oa beleeuer with 
this.It is an Article of thy Faith to belieue,that there is a Church 
of God here and there diſperſed abroad in the World, This is a 
man bound to beleeue, but not that cuery one,or any other for 
him,ſhould be able ro make a Catalogue of all that went before 
in the ſame profeſſion in euery Age. One ignorant of this, may 
yet be of the true Church, neither ſhall the ignorance thereof 
damne him, 

They wil tell thee,that there are ſome ſinnes by Nature veniall in 
themſelues, not deſerning eternall death. The Scripture teacherh 
otherwiſe, Rom.6.23. The wages of finne is death,no excepti- 
on of anyatall. Yea, the conſent of f6nne is worthy of death, 
Rom.1. 33. Inthe Lords Prayer, when we craue pardon of our 
treſpaſſes without exception, wee thereby acknowledge, that 
euery kind of treſpaſſe offendeth God,ſtandeth need of forgiue- 


' nes, and therefore what elſe would follow,if he did not forgiue 


it, but death? This falſe diflinRion giueth liberty to our cor- 
rupt nature to ſinne, as experience tels euery of vs, euer- in our 
aduerſaries, wallowing licenciouſly in their ſuppoied veniall 
ſinnes. Itmay ſeeme vnreaſonable, if there be ſinnes veniall in 
their owne nature, that ſuch a horrible ſcorching fire, as they 
makethat in Purgatory to bee, ſhonld bee prepared to plague | 
ſoules for the ſame. The greateſt torments in the world, as they 
fay, are got comparable to the torments there: How can it then 
be poſſibly imagined, that veniall ſinnes, which,as they ſay,doe 


nor 
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-: not breake friendſhip with God,ſRould Be ſgrerribly puniſhed T4 1 
—_— ſAnrfadtion; ind yerGodremain are puniſh ſo. ca FP 14 
puwiſhe 34 ſure friend? = % Th K "= 
$427 rech.thaFaTuanhath Pofer to doz OO AMtl 83 ane Agdinf Doe i jd 
enill. aud not be ouercome thereof, if he wll,The Scriptures tell vs, por t@ doe i 
thatit 1s God that workes the will, and the deed, Phil.2.1 9, and WEl - 
maketh all our ſt.fficiency to be of him, 2 Cor.3.5.In the Lords 
Prayer, we are taught to beg ot God ability code his will, and 
his grace, to deliver from emi!l: vnder will, is comprehended all 
good;and vnder ewill, is contained whatſoeuer is (infull, fo as it 
isnot in vsto doe good, nor to auoide euill, bur both is Gods 
worke in vs. Euery man feeleth this inability in himſelfe by ex- 
perience ; yea, theſe alſo which doe maintaine this power in 
man, if rhey would confeſle ic. And why are they nor all moſt 
holy, if they haue this power? Their damnation is more iuſt, 
when they finne in any meaſure, then ſuch as want this power, 
though they fall by infirmity into greater ſinnes, - 

They teach, that a man may fulfill the whole Law, and fo merit, Aginft their 
The Scripture teacheth otherwiſe, Znke 17. 10, Eccleſc7, 20. errorofmans 
Prog. 20.9, Pſal.130.3. lob 9.20. 1.10h.1,8. lam, 3-2. Inthe abilitie to ful. 
Lords Prayer, wee askeall of vs forgiueneſle. In the Creed we fll che Law. 
are taught, not to dreame here of perteCtion, or of merit, bur to 
belceue the forgiueneſle of finnes. And in reading the Law tru- 
ly ynderſtood, it doth cauſe a mans conſcience,cuen inthe beſt, | 
to acknowledge himſelfe guilty. Wilkins, 

I might heere goe thorow many other points which they —— 
teach, to which fromeither plaine Scriptures,or from the Care 
chiſne, or from theſe conſiderations, thou maift make anſwere 
in thine owne defence. But yet for all this ({ rhough thou alſo 
haſt gotten helpe to ftand for thy ſelfe)beware of Seducers, run 
not eahily into diſputes withthem, butrather putthem ouer ro 
learned men to be anſwered, It isnot good for Exe for to fall 
into conference with the ſubtill Serpent, Be bold vpon theſe 
grounds With ordinary Papilts, if they will attemprto ſet ypon 
thee : but conſider thy ability, preſume not aboue thy meaſure 
continue in Gods Word, and the Lord will vphold thee. To 
whoſe bleſſed guide and Fatherly proteRion, I commit thee. . 


Pray weall continually. - 
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